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Wishing you all a restful and enjoyable weekend. We look 
forward to another wonderful week together. 

Ngā manaakitanga, 

Desmond Pemerika 

Tumuaki | Principal 

 

CLASS 3 OUTDOOR CLASSROOM 

As part of their Shelter Building Main 
Lesson, Class 3 have been creating tiny 
dwellings for the real and imaginary 
creatures that call Treelands home. 
Keep an eye out next time you're 
wandering through - you might just 
spot one of these magical little homes 
tucked away amongst the trees! 

 

SEEKING BITS & BOBS 

FOR OUTDOOR CLASSROOM  

Hi mighty hunter gatherer people! The 
out door classroom needs: 

• Sticks and logs up to a metre long. 
(Mallet making etc) 

• Buckets of wild clay  (brick making) 
• Fresh bamboo all sizes  

• And interesting seed pods 

• Pebbles and shells (respectfully borrowed) 
• Drift wood 

• Mentos tins 

All will be very gratefully accepted. These can be dropped off to 
the woodpile area which is up past Zane and Chris’s work area. 

Thank you, from Kirsten 

Kia ora whānau, 

Nau mai hoki mai ki te wāhanga tuatoru. 
A very warm welcome back, It has been 
wonderful to have our students and staff 
back on site this week. There has been a 
real sense of excitement as everyone has 
settled back into the rhythm of school life. 

A heartfelt thank you to everyone who joined us for our 
Matariki blessing and hikoi this morning. It was truly special to 
see such a large gathering of our community come together to 
acknowledge Matariki, reflect on the year that has been, and 
look forward with hope and purpose to the months ahead. 
Thank you for sharing the special occasion with us. 

Next week promises to be another busy and exciting one. We 
are delighted to welcome 48 high school students from Japan, 
who will spend a week as part of our high school community 
through an international exchange programme. We know they 
will enjoy experiencing life at our kura, and we thank our host 
families and staff for making them feel so welcome. 

Alongside this, we look forward to Lower School Parent-
Teacher Conferences, High School class meetings, and a Parent 
presentation on Wednesday evening. There is certainly plenty 
happening, and we appreciate the ongoing partnership and 
support of our families as we work together for the benefit of 
our young people. 

COMING EVENTS 

Click here to view the full calendar online 

Monday 27 July  Board Meeting 6pm 

Tuesday 28 July  Lower & Middle School  
Parent/Teacher Conferences 

Tuesday 28 July  Class 8, 9, 10, 12 Parent 
Meetings 

Wednesday 29 July  Helping Hands Parent Group 
Meeting 6:30pm 

Thursday 30 July  Vanessa McHardy Parent Talk 

Friday 31 July  Class 6 Lunch Bar 

Tuesday 4 August  Kindy & Rose Cottage Parent 
Meetings 

Wednesday 5 August  Open Day 

Friday 7 August  Class 5 Lunch Bar 

https://michaelpark.school.nz/calendar/
https://www.facebook.com/MichaelParkSchool
https://www.instagram.com/michaelparkschool/


 

CONGRATULATIONS AMU & VIVIAN 

 

During the school holidays, Amu Wei (Class 6) and Vivian Wei 
(Class 4)  travelled to Hong Kong with The Cloud Children’s 
Choir to participate in the World Choir Festival – Hong Kong. 

The choir received two Gold Awards: 
• Gold Award in the Children’s Choir Category 

• Gold Award in the Contemporary Music Category 

It was a very meaningful experience for both of them. They 
worked extremely hard in preparation for the competition, 
and we are very proud of their dedication, teamwork and 
achievement. 

 

TE AO MĀORI 

Te Reo Club update and Hemi Kelly visit 
rescheduled: 
 

We are sorry to say that due to teacher commitments 
this term and next, Wednesday 12 August will be the last 
Te Reo Club of the year. The library will be open on 
Wednesday afternoons until then, so students are 
welcome to continue to attend.  

Thank you to everyone who has supported this initiative, 
whether through pitching the idea, attending, providing 
food, or offering valuable tautoko. We are very 
appreciative of your aroha, and grateful to see the 
enthusiasm for te reo Māori in the school and 
community. We look forward to continuing to support 
these initiatives in whatever ways we can. 

 

Details of final Te Reo Club of the year: 
Hēmi Kelly talk 

12 August, 3.30-4.30pm 

Michael Park School Library. 
Shared kai and cuppa afterward. 
All students, whānau and wider school community 
welcome.  

Please RSVP to kurar@michaelpark.school.nz if you are 
interested in coming along, so we have an idea of 
numbers. 

Hēmi Kelly is a highly sought-after speaker and one of 
our country’s most prominent te reo Māori advocates. 
He is the author of the Everyday Māori books, host of the 
Everyday Māori podcast, a te reo teacher, and translator. 
He will be talking to our club about his journey learning 
te reo Māori and the things he has found helpful along 
the way. Come and get inspired in your own te reo Māori 
journey. 

 

Kupu Whakarite o te Wā 

Manawa tītī: Having the heart of a muttonbird; used to 
describe someone with great endurance and stamina. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PAT HANLY CREATIVITY AWARDS 
Congratulations to Noah Rolston and Aurelia Kment in C12 for 
being selected to represent our kura at this year’s Pat Hanly 
Creativity Awards. A further well done to Aurelia for having her 
painting chosen to be on the poster for the event.  

The Pat Hanly Creativity Awards exhibition is held at the 
Auckland Art Gallery Toi o Tāmaki. It opens on the evening of 
Friday 7th August (6:00-9:00pm) with the Young Gallery Night 
and runs through to Sunday 13th September. The Young Gallery 
Night is FREE to attend and EVERYONE is welcome. All students 
who submitted artwork for the Pat Hanly project will have their 
artwork projected on the wall inside the Gallery during Young 
Gallery Night! The night is going to be full of exciting activations 
from many universities, plus hands on workshops, live music 
and an Ice Cream Social to satisfy those with a sweet tooth. 
Please visit the Auckland Art Gallery website for more details. 

 

CLASS 7 WRITERS WORKSHOP 

Last term we had the opportunity to take some keen Class 7 
writers along to Auckland Library for a workshop with Sonya 
Wilson. Sonya is the author of two books for middle school 
readers - Spark Hunter and The Secret Green. This was a great 
opportunity to learn about her process and she had lots of 
great tips for budding writers.  

This was a practical workshop and the students were set to 
work straight away. As a parent I was struck by the respect she 
showed all of the students, with an assumption that they were 
all great writers and her recommendation they the should read 
broadly.  

Ngā mihi nui to Kura Rutherford and Remuera Library for the 
opportunity and to Aika Sakanouchi for driving us.  

Alice Newman  

Check out Sonya and her books 
here: Sonya Wilson | Writer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.sonyakwilson.com/
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