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COMING EVENTS 

Click here to view the full calendar online 

Wednesday 1 July  Hēmi Kelly talk at Te Reo Club 

Wednesday 1 July  Class 10 Play Performance 7pm 

Thursday 2 July  Class 10 Play Performance 7pm 

Friday 3 July  Class 9 Lunch Bar 

Friday 3 July  Last day of Term 2 

Sunday 5 July  Class 3 Football Breakfast 
Fundraiser 

Monday 20 July  First day of Term 3 

Tuesday 21 July  RSST meeting 6pm 

Friday 24 July  Matariki Breakfast 

 

Class 10 present Witches!? In Salem?! - High School 
Edition by Matt Cox.  

This is a darkly comedic, yet (mostly) historically accurate 
take on the Salem Witch Trials and all the (mostly) 
historically accurate horrors which may occur when 
populism runs rampant, injustice is a day to day occurrence, 
and a rigid religious minority sets the laws of the land.  

A companion, or an alternative, to a certain other Salem play 
you probably read in high school. This is pre-American 
history in the style of Mel Brooks meets Monty Python meets 
Armando Iannucci.  

Tickets are free, so bookings are essential!  
Tickets are available from  

https://events.humanitix.com/witches-in-salem  

Recommended for ages 13+ - Contains depictions of death, 
loud noises, historical persecution and discussions of 
witchcraft and the devil. 

https://michaelpark.school.nz/calendar/
https://www.facebook.com/MichaelParkSchool
https://www.instagram.com/michaelparkschool/
https://events.humanitix.com/witches-in-salem
https://events.humanitix.com/witches-in-salem


 
Food for thought from the RSST  

Takurua Festival Reflection 

Written by Louise Davys, RSST member 

Last Friday evening at Michael Park School we came together as 
a community to celebrate our very special winter festival – 
Takurua Festival. 

The Takurua festival is a combination of our customary lantern 
and spiral festivals which occur every year at the winter 
solstice.  

Solstices are turning points, and traditionally the Winter solstice 
is a very sacred and reverent time of the year.  It marks the 
longest night whereby the sun is at its lowest point in the sky, 
and with that, the returning of the light as we begin our journey 
out of the winter darkness towards the longest day at the 
Summer solstice.   

Spiritually speaking this is a time of hope, endurance and 
rebirth.  It is an invitation to turn inwards and embrace the 
stillness, while trusting that the light will inevitably return. 

It is in times of darkness that we are reminded that we each 
carry a light of hope within us.  There are moments in our lives 
where we are called to search deep within ourselves, to shore 
up our inner resources, and remember that we each have the 
courage and strength to find hope within ourselves, even in our 
darkest days.  

Walking the spiral together is symbolic of this inward and 
outward journey.  

Rudolf Steiner saw the spiral as an image of the seasons. As we 
enter the spiral, we journey towards the darkness and depth of 
winter. The winter solstice is symbolised by the centre of the 
spiral, where we pause for a moment of contemplation, taking 
note of the flame we find there as a symbol of the light we each 
carry within us. It is here that we reflect on how we will carry 
that light forward as we journey out of the darkness and 
through the seasons of spring and summer, until we reach the 
peak of light at the Summer Solstice. 

Being able to participate collectively in this sacred festival is a 
beautiful reminder that we are not alone.  We are fortunate to 
be surrounded by a wonderful, heartfelt community that 
supports us, lifts us up, and helps carry us through our darkest 
times when we feel we can’t make it alone. 
 

 

Please feel free to contact the RSST to share your thoughts or 
comments.  rsst@michaelpark.school.nz 

Story and artwork by Tara An, Class 3 

mailto:rsst@michaelpark.school.nz




  

TE AO MĀORI 

Matariki Celebrations 

Karakia for Matariki   
Mānawa maiea te putanga o Matariki 
Mānawa maiea te ariki o te rangi 
Mānawa maiea te Mātahi o te Tau. 
Whano, whano 

Haramai te toki ata huakirangi 
Haumi e 

Hui e 

Tāiki e! 
 

Celebrate the rising of Matariki 
Celebrate the lord of the skies 

Celebrate the new year 
Unite, unite 

And bring forth the dawn 

Together 
In union 

We are one! 
 

Matariki ki te rangi, 
Matariki ki te whenua e! 

All over the motu, communities are preparing to hold 
hautapu ceremonies to acknowledge all the whetū within 
the Matariki cluster. The hautapu is a traditional ceremony 
where kai has been cooked overnight, traditionally in a Te 
Umu Kohukohu Whetū (the star-feeding oven). In the early 
morning when everyone gathers, karakia are said and the 
covers are lifted off the food. The steam (kohukohu) that 
rises symbolises the spiritual feeding of the stars through the 
four elements within our taiao that are associated with 
specific whetū of Matariki; Tipuānuku - food from the earth, 
like kūmara and root vegetables; Tipuārangi: food from the 
sky like berries; Waitī & Waitā: food from fresh and 
saltwater such as seafood. After this traditionally tohunga 
will then read the stars to predict the year ahead.   

 

This year, Ngāti Whātua Ōrākei have an open invitation for 
people to join the National Hautapu Ceremony on Friday 10 
July from 5:30am, at Takaparawhau, Bastion Point – Michael 
Savage Park. This is a free event. This event will also be 
televised live.  

 

 

 

Hēmi Kelly talk at Te Reo Club 

At the end of term, we are lucky to have Hēmi Kelly coming 
to speak to our Te Reo Club. Hēmi is a highly sought-after 
speaker and one of our country’s most prominent te reo 
Māori advocates. He is the author of the Everyday Māori 
books, host of the Everyday Māori podcast, a te reo teacher, 
and translator. He will be talking to our club about his 
journey learning te reo Māori and the things he has found 
helpful along the way.  

Everyone is welcome to attend this event alongside our Te 
Reo Club members. Nau mai haere mai e te whānau whānui.  

1 July at 3.30pm in the Michael Park School library.  

SLANZA READERS CUP  

On Tuesday this week, four of our Class 08 students 
participated in the regional SLANZA Readers Cup 
competition. Tui, Maiharo, Juana, and Sam had to read a 
set list of books and then answer some quite obscure 
trivia questions about each one. For most of the 
competition, they held second place. However, sadly, our 
experts were not quite as well versed in the last two texts. 
The event was a lot of fun, and now that we know what is 
expected, we are all keen to return next year better 
prepared. 





 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

mailto:sylviavastag@icloud.com
https://michaelpark.school.nz/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/MPS-Class-2-Raffle-FF-Ad.pdf


COMMUNITY NOTICEBOARD 

Looking to support trades and services within our school 
community? Click here for the Community Skill Share list.  

• The Malabar borrow box is opening 4th July ! (Open 
12pm to 3pm). This is a miniature children’s library 
where you can borrow a book with no due date. Run by 
former student Isla and assisted by current class 3 
student Matilda. Outside 8 Malabar drive every Saturday. 
Come and borrow a book! 

• Caregiver & Child Journalling Workshop in the school 
holidays, Wednesday 10th July, 4-5.30pm. Held at Karigar 
Lane Craft Cafe, 165 Parnell Road. Visit arte-creative-

nz.myshopify.com for details and registration. 

• The Class 9 Farm Experience Programme has run at 
Raphael House Rudolf Steiner School for over 20 years, 
and we are currently seeking additional farm placements 
for our 2026 cohort. This year we have a particularly 
large class of 36 students, and we would like to connect 
with farming families, rural landowners, or others 
involved in rural enterprises who may be interested in 
hosting students for two weeks in September for this 
valuable educational experience. Please click here for 
more information about the programme. 

https://michaelpark.school.nz/community-skill-share/
https://arte-creative-nz.myshopify.com/products/the-create-together-workshop-a-parent-child-journaling-experience?variant=48731837792513
https://arte-creative-nz.myshopify.com/products/the-create-together-workshop-a-parent-child-journaling-experience?variant=48731837792513
https://michaelpark.school.nz/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/Class-9-Farm-Experience-Information-Leaflet-Raphael-House.pdf
https://michaelpark.school.nz/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/Class-9-Farm-Experience-Information-Leaflet-Raphael-House.pdf
mailto:michellemullany@gmail.com
mailto:susannahm@michaelpark.school.nz
mailto:abiawuwu@yahoo.com





