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Finally, a big thank you to the families who have already 
contacted the school about donaƟng blankets for students in 
neighbouring schools who are going cold at night, becoming 
unwell and missing school as a result. If you are reorganising 
your linen cupboard, replacing duvets or blankets, or have 
spare warm bedding in good condiƟon, we would be very 
grateful to receive these. We will pass all donaƟons on to the 
truancy team, who will ensure they reach families and young 
people in need. 

Ngā mihi nui, 
Andrew Johnstone  
Deputy Principal  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SPORTS & TEAM PHOTOS 

On Tuesday 26 May 2026, from 9.00 AM, we will have sports 
and team photos across all classes. 

If your child's team has a sports uniform, please make sure they 
have these in their bags for changing into before the photo.   

If you are a parent who coaches a team and wish to be  part of 
the team photo group, please contact Brenda on recepƟon. 

For any quesƟons regarding above, please do not hesitate to 
contact Brenda brendad@michaelpark.school.nz 

Good aŌernoon, 

Today we came together as a school to 
celebrate the Whitsun FesƟval, a fesƟval 
Rudolf Steiner saw as deeply signiĮcant. It 
carries the impulse of moving beyond 
separaƟon and misunderstanding and 
towards greater understanding and connecƟon. 

Steiner spoke of Whitsun as oīering a picture of the community 
of the future: one in which each person is able to move into 
fuller individual consciousness, while also developing a sense 
for universal brotherhood. 

I would like to acknowledge the work that went into preparing 
for this fesƟval and to thank our staī and students for making it 
such a memorable event. The care and thought shown 
throughout the fesƟval was evident and it was lovely to see so 
many students making the eīort to wear white and parƟcipate 
in the spirit of the fesƟval. 

Moments like this are an important part of who we are as a 
school. They help us pause, reŇect and celebrate the 
connecƟons that hold our community together. 

I would also like to wish our Model United NaƟons team all the 
very best as they represent the perspecƟve of Afghanistan at 
this weekend’s conference. I am sure Ms Valyasko has you well 
prepared and we look forward to hearing about your 
experience and success in next weeks Flier!!! 

There are also some fantasƟc parent educaƟon opportuniƟes 
taking place here at school over the next month, with leading 
experts sharing current research and insights. Please keep an 
eye out for the Ňiers below and around the school for topics, 
dates, and Ɵmes. 

COMING EVENTS 

Click here to view the full calendar online 

Saturday 23 May  Garden Working Bee 12-4pm 

Sunday 24 May  Kindy Working Bee 9am-12pm 

Tuesday 26 May  Sports & Team Photos 

Friday 29 May  Class 2 Lunch Bar 

Monday 1 June  King’s Birthday 

Friday 5 June  Charity Team Lunch Bar 

Friday 5 June  2.10pm Įnish for High School 

Friday 5 June  Mary Willow Talk 7pm 

mailto:brendad@michaelpark.school.nz
https://michaelpark.school.nz/calendar/
https://www.facebook.com/MichaelParkSchool
https://www.instagram.com/michaelparkschool/


 

HAVE YOU SEEN OUR SOCIALS? 

You may have noƟced we’ve recently become more acƟve on 
social media, posƟng lots of lovely content from across the 
school and kindergarten.  

Want to see more? Follow us on Instagram and Facebook for a 
closer look at daily life at Michael Park School and Kindergarten. 
There are stories, updates, student work, and community 
highlights.  

To help spread the word about our wonderful kura, please 
follow Michael Park School & Kindergarten on Facebook and 
Instagram, and share this exciƟng content with your friends. 

Organised by the Helping Hands Parent Group 

All welcome for a general Ɵdy up before our next open day. 

If you would like to lend a hand, come for as liƩle or as long as 
you’re able… many hands make light work! Please bring 
gloves, spades, brooms, rakes. 

Saturday 23rd of May 

(weather permiƫng) 
12pm-4pm  

Drop in any Ɵme! 

https://www.facebook.com/MichaelParkSchool
https://www.facebook.com/MichaelParkSchool
https://www.instagram.com/michaelparkschool/
https://www.instagram.com/michaelparkschool/


      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        CLASS 12  

       ARCHITECTURE  

C12 has just completed 4 weeks of an introducƟon to 
Architecture. This main lesson is the Įrst of two parts during 
which the students completed a mixture of visual and 
academic research, and materials and process 
experimentaƟon. A lot of fun was had with construcƟng 
houses in diīerent locaƟons in the art room and wriƟng up 
real estate blurbs to promote their sale.  The class also 
enjoyed coming to understand the strength of the Gothic 
Cathedral arch and Ňying buƩress through using their bodies 
to emualte the structure and hold weight. On the serious 
side they carried out invesƟgaƟons of a selecƟon of historical 
and contemporary building and shared their individual 
Įndings with each other.  In conclusion the studens were 
asked to plan and write out a design intenƟon for a three 
dimensional architectural model of their dream home or 
holiday house. C12 will bring this proposal to fruiƟon in part 
two next term. 

 

TE AO MĀORI 

Kupu whakarite o te wiki   
He iƟ noa, he pito mata 

From a small piece of kumara, many plants can be 
grown. 

Through small things, big things can happen. 

This week, we held our termly online hui for Te Kāhui 
Whetū, our rōpū for te reo Māori Steiner teachers and 
leaders all around the motu. This rōpū has been meeƟng 
for many years and has been the driving force behind 
numerous collecƟve projects that have helped grow te 
reo me ōna Ɵkanga Māori across our Steiner schools in 
Aotearoa. I always come away from these hui feeling 
inspired and grateful for the commitment and vision of 
the many people who have worked behind the scenes to 
enrich te reo me ōna Ɵkanga, not only in their own kura, 
but for the collecƟve group of Steiner schools across the 
motu.  

Ngā manaakitanga 

Whaea Kura 



 

     CLASS 5  

Class 5 has been studying the lives of the ancient 
Persians and Babylonians, along with the enduring 
invenƟons we sƟll use today. From 
exploring Zarathustra to the Epic of Gilgamesh, 
the students have been busy creaƟng wonderful 
artwork. They have also delved deep into the lives 
of ancient farmers, examining how their 
knowledge of perimeter and area was essenƟal for 
keeping caƩle safe and calculaƟng the land 
needed to feed their families. 



 

CLASS 12 PLAY  

‘BRAINSTORM’ 
At the end of Term 1 Class 12 presented their Įnal class play 
'Brainstorm' by Ned Glasier, Emily Lim and Company Three.  
This play was half devised by the students and half scripted  
and I'd like to applaud the students for their bravery in  
sharing their own stories. 

Following the Įnal performance, we received a beauƟful, 
deeply moving review from an audience member. Here is  
a snippet of it: 'What made this producƟon so special was  
its authenƟcity. It resisted the polish of a commercial 
showpiece - and was far stronger for it. Instead, it oīered a 
raw, unvarnished exploraƟon of growing up, connecƟon, and 
idenƟty, prompƟng reŇecƟon not only on our own childhoods, 
but also on our relaƟonships with our children. I leŌ feeling 
both moved and grateful - grateful to have witnessed such 
honesty, and to see young people so willing to put themselves 
forward in that way. It was, quite simply, a privilege to watch. 
An outstanding ensemble performance - raw, full of heart, 
courageous, deeply human, and profoundly connected.' 

A massive thank you to everyone who came out to support the 
play and my deepest graƟtude to Class 12 and their whānau for 
bringing Brainstorm to life. 

 

TRIP TO  

AUCKLAND ARTS FESTIVAL 

A group of students went to Q Theatre in March to view 'The 
Visitors' by Jane Harrison (Muruwari) which was on as part of 
the Auckland Arts FesƟval. This was an opportunity to watch 
an internaƟonal, professional producƟon which presented 
the arrival of the First Fleet in Sydney Harbour in 1788 from 
an indigenous perspecƟve. It was an engaging and beauƟfully 
performed piece of theatre.  



CHARITY TEAM 

The 40 Hour challenge is a fundraiser set up by World Vision 
which raises money for families in countries that are 
experiencing some kind of poverty. This year World Vision is 
fundraising for people in the Solomon Islands who are being 
negaƟvely aīected by climate change and losing crops, shelter 
and lives due to the challenges they face. 

As a school that deeply values supporƟng and helping others, 
Michael Park is parƟcipaƟng in the World Vision 40 Hour 
challenge to raise money for the people of the Solomon Islands. 

Look out for events leading up to the challenge weekend, which 
is from the 19th to 21st of July! 

On Wednesday the school spread their ideas and 
encouragement around the chalk 40 drawn in the  
lower school, creaƟng a lot of excitement for the  
upcoming challenge! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please feel free to contact the RSST to share your  
thoughts or comments.  rsst@michaelpark.school.nz 

Food for thought from the RSST  

Carrying the Light of Whitsun 

By Jade Kelly, RSST member 

Some of the moments children carry most deeply from their 
school years are oŌen the simplest: candlelight, song, seasonal 
rituals returning year aŌer year, a feeling of warmth and 
belonging woven quietly into school life. 

As autumn draws to a close and we near winter, Steiner schools 
enter a season of fesƟvals centred around light and the inner 
life we nurture in children. One of these is Whitsun, celebrated 
ĮŌy days aŌer Easter. 

In the ChrisƟan tradiƟon, it recalls the disciples gathered and 
receiving the Holy Spirit, Įnding understanding beyond 
language. In Steiner educaƟon, Whitsun is oŌen experienced 
through themes of light, reŇecƟon, and our relaƟonship to one 
another. 

Like many Steiner fesƟvals, Whitsun is not only understood 
through explanaƟon, but through lived experience. Its meaning 
is carried through atmosphere, symbolism, seasonal rhythm, 
and the quiet moments that stay with us long aŌer the fesƟval 
has passed. 

For many children, it is through these seasonal fesƟvals that the 
year begins to take on a deeper rhythm and meaning. The 
returning gestures, songs, and rituals help create a sense of 
conƟnuity, memory, and belonging within the life of the school. 

Over the years, Michael Park School has marked Whitsun in 
diīerent ways, with each generaƟon of teachers and students 
bringing something of themselves to the fesƟval. In many ways, 
this reŇects the nature of Steiner educaƟon itself, where 
tradiƟons are carried forward not as Įxed performances, but as 
living experiences, renewed through each new generaƟon while 
holding true to their deeper meaning. 

When the rhythms of the fesƟvals are gently echoed at home, 
they can take on an even deeper sense of meaning for children. 
If you would like to bring a liƩle of Whitsun’s feeling into home 
life, one simple tradiƟon is to light one large candle alongside 
twelve smaller candles, inspired by the twelve disciples. Each 
smaller candle can be lit from the central Ňame, represenƟng or 
remembering someone connected to your lives: family, friends, 
ancestors, or loved ones near and far. 

These simple rituals can become meaningful. When what’s 
experienced at school is carried into the home, it can help 
nurture a sense of conƟnuity and connecƟon, not only to the 
fesƟval, but to family and the shared life of the school. Perhaps 
it is these small moments of warmth, beauty, and togetherness 
that children carry long aŌer the fesƟval has passed. 

mailto:rsst@michaelpark.school.nz
mailto:rsst@michaelpark.school.nz
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hƩps://funto.co.nz/shop   ➔   Scroll down and click on MPS Logo 

COMMUNITY NOTICEBOARD 

Looking to support trades and services within our school 
community? Click here for the Community Skill Share list.  

• Seeking accommodaƟon - Two mature Eurythmy 
students training at Michael Park School during the 
holidays are looking for a house or cat siƫng opportunity 
nearby from 5 or 6 Ɵl 10 July. Please contact 
annemansart@yahoo.co.nz 

• The “Give a kid a blanket” campaign has begun again for 
winter 2026! We are collecƟng warm things for children 
and families in Auckland & these will be distributed by 
nurses, social workers and the police family violence 
team to families directly. The need is great. If you have 
any (preloved or new) blankets, sleeping bags, sleep 
sacks, bedding, pyjamas, hats or socks that you would 
like to donate please get in contact. I would be 
delighted to collect from school, pick up from you or 
have dropped to my place (close to school). Rachel (Rose 
CoƩage and class 3 mum). 021 571 648.  

Contact the editor, Dana MarcroŌ at fridayŇyer@michaelpark.school.nz   
Guideline 250 characters maximum please. Deadline midday Thursday.  

Sorry, we no longer publish graphic adverƟsements, except for Michael Park 
School acƟviƟes, class fundraisers and Steiner-related events. 
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