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evening is an opportunity to be introduced to our high school 
staī, and will be followed by individual class meeƟngs for 
classes 8-12. Further details will be shared next week. 

Finally, it is very pleasing to end the week with outstanding 
news. Our class 11 and 12 cohort from last year achieved 
excepƟonal results with 100% aƩainment at both NCEA Level 2 
and Level 3. CongratulaƟons as well to Aurelia Kment in Class 
12, who gained a German Scholarship in the external exam, 
placing her among the top 5% of students naƟonally — a 
remarkable achievement. Full details will be shared in the Ňyer 
in a couple of weeks. 

Thank you to our students, staī, and whānau for such a posiƟve 
start to the year. We look forward to the exciƟng weeks ahead. 

Have a wonderful weekend. 

Nga mihi māhana, 
Desmond Pemerika 

Tumuaki | Principal 

 

HARI HURITAU, MICHAEL PARK SCHOOL!  

As we celebrate 47 years of our kura, we acknowledge with 
deep graƟtude the foresight, courage, and dedicaƟon of the 
pioneering families and educators who laid the foundaƟons of 
our wonderful community. Their vision and commitment 
created the school and kindergarten we are privileged to be 
part of today. We also honour the many families, staī, and 
supporters who, over the years, have conƟnued to nurture that 
original spirit, ensuring that the passion and ideals that inspired 
our beginnings remain alive and thriving for the generaƟons 
who learn and grow here now. 

Kia ora whānau, 

The beauƟful weather this week has 
provided a wonderful backdrop as 
students reconnect with friends and 
seƩle into the Įrst full week back. On 
Wednesday we held our Įrst Įre drill, which also coincided with 
our school’s 47th birthday — a lovely moment for both the 
school and kindergarten to come together and sing “Happy 
Birthday.” 

The year is now well underway, with lower school class 
meeƟngs that have already happened this week. Next week we 
look forward to our Įrst Open Day, followed by a high school 
informaƟon evening the following week. The high school 

COMING EVENTS 

Click here to view the full calendar online 

Tuesday 17 February  Nursery Parent MeeƟng 6.30 

Tuesday 17 February  Kindy Parent MeeƟng 7pm 

Tuesday 17 February  Class 1 Parent MeeƟng 7pm 

Tuesday 17 February  Class 6 Parent MeeƟng 7pm 

Wednesday 18 February  Open Day 

Wednesday 18 February  Helping Hands MeeƟng 6.30pm 

Friday 20 February  Class 5 Lunch Bar 

Tuesday 24 February  

High School InformaƟon 
Evening 6pm, followed by 
Parent MeeƟngs for C8-12 

Wednesday 25 February  ID / Portrait / Class Photos 

Friday 27 February  Class 2 Lunch Bar 

https://michaelpark.school.nz/calendar/
https://www.facebook.com/MichaelParkSchool
https://www.instagram.com/michaelparkschool/


 ID / PORTRAIT / SIBLING / CLASS PHOTOS 

All classes 1 to 12 will have their Portrait / ID photos as well as 
Class Photos taken on Wednesday 25th February at 8.30am in 
the gym. Please ensure that students arrive to school on Ɵme, 
wearing the correct dress code, as photography will start Įrst 
thing in the morning.  

If you would like sibling photos, please complete this form: 
Michael-Park-School-PHOTOLIFE-Sibling-Request-Form 

PhotoLife will not accept a form Įlled out but not signed by the 
parent, so please remember to sign. Please return this to 
Brenda by Tuesday 24/2/26.   This includes parents aƩending at 
8.30 AM for the Sibling Kindy/School photos - we sƟll need the 
form completed and returned. This is essenƟal for us to know 
our numbers and organise our schedule/Ɵming for photos. 

No Sibling Photos can happen without the form being 
completed and signed by the parent, and returned to Brenda 

by Tuesday 24/2/26 

• First session at 8.30am are for Kindergarten/Sibling photos. 
The parent/caregiver will bring their kindergarten child and 
school child to the Gym. Once completed, the parent/
caregiver would then need to take their child to 
kindergarten to drop oī. RecepƟon would need a list of the 
school children aƩending with their kindy sibling so we can 
update teachers and our roll. 

All other students who are not doing a sibling/kindy photo are 
required to go to their classrooms for 8.30am start and roll call. 

• Second session will be our school-only sibling photos. These 
students will be collected from class by runners. 

• Third session is all ID/Portrait Photos for Class 1 - Class 12. 

• Fourth session is our School Class Photos. 

Any quesƟons please email me.   
Sibling photo request forms can 
dropped into recepƟon or emailed to 
me brendad@michaelpark.school.nz 

 

ID Cards 

School ID cards will be issued for students in Classes 7-12. 
These are used for photocopying and prinƟng at school and also 
as ID for public transport discounts. The ID photo charge of $10 
will be added to your account.  

If a card is lost and a reissue required, the cost is $10 which is 
payable to the oĸce before replacements are ordered. 

Any queries please contact Brenda at recepƟon. 
brendad@michaelpark.school.nz 

FINANCE INFORMATION 2026 

Welcome to 2026 from the Finance Team 

Haidee Thompson (RSST/Kindergarten Accounts) 
haideet@michaelpark.school.nz 

Raewyn Farley (BOT Accounts) 
raewynw@michaelpark.school.nz 

The 2026 RSST statements have been posted out to you and the 
BOT statements have been emailed out. 

Your Įnancial contribuƟon is important as it is used directly to 
support: 
• the unique, beneĮcial programmes that are only oīered 
within a Steiner school 
• quality educaƟon for all our students 
• a well-resourced Special Character environment for students 

Have a fantasƟc 2026! 
Erin Wilson 

Business Manager 

 

CHOIR INVITATION 

Open InvitaƟon to be part of the 
Performance to open the Rik ten Cate 

Geometric Form ExhibiƟon  
at Michael Park School,  

Thursday 19 March, 7pm,  
Eurythmy Room 

Kia ora koutou, our school community are warmly invited to 
take part in a musical choir collaboraƟon to open the Rik ten 
Cate Geometric Form ExhibiƟon at Michael Park School, 
Thursday March 19 Eurythmy Room, (the same exhibiƟon and 
performance will be held during the opening at TiƟrangi Rudolf 
Steiner School, 12 March, 7:00pm).  

Rehearsals are currently taking place on Thursday evenings at 
7:00pm at the TiƟrangi Rudolf Steiner School Hall, and 
parƟcipants from across our wider Steiner community are very 
welcome to join. We will also be holding rehearsals here, in the 
auditorium every Wednesday 7-8pm! Both rehearsals will be 
held by Stuart Lithgow.  

This is a wonderful opportunity to share in a meaningful arƟsƟc 
project and celebrate our connected Steiner community. If you 
are interested in parƟcipaƟng or would like further informaƟon, 
please contact our school singing teacher Abigail OrƟz, 
abigailo@michaelpark.school.nz 

The link below is a sample of the performance: 
hƩps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u41ZnSd3maY 

https://michaelpark.school.nz/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/Michael-Park-School-PHOTOLIFE-Sibling-Request-Form-2026.pdf
mailto:brendad@michaelpark.school.nz
mailto:brendad@michaelpark.school.nz
mailto:haideet@michaelpark.school.nz
mailto:raewynw@michaelpark.school.nz
mailto:abigailo@michaelpark.school.nz
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u41ZnSd3maY


HAVE YOUR CONTACT DETAILS CHANGED? 

If you have changed your postal address, email address or    
phone number, please email Brenda with your changes:  

recepƟon@michaelpark.school.nz  
 

HOUSEKEEPING/SAFETY MATTERS 

SIGNING IN AND OUT PROCEDURE 

If your child is late to school, please make sure they sign in 
using the tablet at the oĸce.   
If you are taking your child oī school grounds during school 
hours they must be signed out by a parent using the tablet at 
the oĸce. For students in classes 1-4, a parent must sign out 
the student at the oĸce. Students in classes 5-11 may sign 
themselves out but a note, phone call or email from a parent/
caregiver must be given to the oĸce with the reason for 
leaving. Class 12 have oī-site privileges and may sign 
themselves out during lunch only. 

VISITORS - EMERGENCY PROCEDURE  
Every year at Michael Park School we are required to run 
various drills for our emergency procedures. When running Įre 
drills or lockdown drills it is essenƟal that we know who is on 
site so that they can be accounted for.  
To this end it is a Health & Safety requirement for all visitors, 
parents and iƟnerant teachers to sign the tablet in recepƟon 
when they come into school and sign out when they leave. 

‘HELIX’ - CAREGIVER PORTAL AND APP 

InstrucƟons for how to download and use the Helix caregiver 
app can be found on our website here: 
hƩps://michaelpark.school.nz/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/
Helix-Caregiver-Pack-App.pdf 

ABSENTEES AND MESSAGES 

You can use Helix for reporƟng whole or half day absences for 
illness or doctor/denƟst appointments only. If you are reporƟng 
an absence for any other reason, or needing to get a message 
to a teacher or a student, please email 
recepƟon@michaelpark.school.nz or phone the absentee line 
579 3083. Please do not send Ɵme-criƟcal messages to admin@ 
or staī personal emails as these might not been seen in Ɵme. 
The recepƟon email is checked regularly in the mornings by 
Brenda or whoever is covering recepƟon.  

If we are not noƟĮed of a student’s absence before 8.30am, the 
school oĸce will send an absentee text message to the caregiver/s 
to follow up. The absentee text system is a last resort only. By the 
Ɵme these are sent each morning, the students presumed to be in 
our care have been essenƟally ‘missing’ for a long period of Ɵme. 
Please don’t wait for our text to noƟfy us that your child will not be 
at school.  

DROP OFF/PICK UP  
When dropping children oī in the morning please drive as far 
around to the auditorium doors as possible. The driveway is 
wider here, which allows vehicles to pass and lessens the 
chance of waiƟng cars being backed up outside the gates and 
creaƟng a safety hazard. Children must exit on the leŌ side of 
the vehicle, as other vehicles may pass on the right. Please 
drive in and out slowly to help keep our tamariki safe. 

Please do not park in the Bus Parking Area. If you park in that 
space then the buses are unable to make the turn and block the 
traĸc behind them.  

A reminder also that, for safety reasons, we ask that parents 
and students do not cross at the top by the busy main entrance 
gate. Please walk down to the crossing at the Auditorium and 
use the footpaths rather than walking on the driveway. We 
have had several ‘near misses’ reported to us. 

BICYCLES AND WHEELS IN THE SCHOOL GROUNDS 

Riding of bicycles, scooters, rollerblades and skateboards is 
prohibited in the school grounds during school hours and at 
drop-oī and pickup Ɵme, i.e., between 8am and 3.30pm. This 
includes school events outside of normal hours. Bicycles are to 
be kept on the bike racks.  

CAR PARKING  
The staī car park is strictly for staī and those holding a 
disability card only. We have staī on varied schedules coming 
and going throughout the day, and we do not have suĸcient 
parking spaces to cater for them as it is (we have 40 spaces, but 
70 staī members!). When other people use the carpark, even 
just for a few minutes, staī may be forced to look for street 
parking and risk being late for classes or meeƟngs. Please be 
respecƞul of our car park constraints. 

2.10PM FINISH FOR CLASSES 1-7 ON FRIDAYS  
School Įnishes at 2.10pm each Friday for classes 1-7. Please 
ensure your children are collected promptly as we are unable to 
supervise children aŌer 2.10pm.  

CHILDREN AT SCHOOL AFTER HOURS 

The school is responsible for all students on our grounds and 
we do not have the means to supervise students aŌer hours.  
We are also commiƩed to honouring our undertakings to 
minimise noise to neighbours.  

Please ensure you collect your child on Ɵme and that they are 
oī site by 3.15 pm when duƟes Įnish.  

SCHOOL OFFICE HOURS  
The school oĸce hours are 8.00am to 3.30pm 

Thank you for assisƟng us in our procedures.  

mailto:reception@michaelpark.school.nz
https://michaelpark.school.nz/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/Helix-Caregiver-Pack-App.pdf
https://michaelpark.school.nz/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/Helix-Caregiver-Pack-App.pdf
mailto:reception@michaelpark.school.nz


Class 5 Form Drawing  

Class 5 got oī to a great start during their Įrst week back at school 
with a full form drawing immersion.  

Here are some of their amazing creaƟons. 
 

 

 

 

 

TRANSPORT ASSISTANCE  
ALLOWANCE  

Some students who travel long distances could be eligible for 
Transport Assistance Allowance from Ministry of EducaƟon,  
more informaƟon available at:  
hƩps://www.educaƟon.govt.nz/school/property-and-

transport/transport/sta-eligibility/ 

All applicaƟons are done online and all families are welcome to 
look at this and apply online to see if they qualify for this 
allowance.   

If you have any queries please email Brenda Davidson, 
brendad@michaelpark.school.nz  

TE AO MĀORI 

Ngā mihi o te tau hou Pākehā e te whānau whānui!  

Hoping you all had a rejuvenaƟng holiday and are ready 
for the school year to come.  
Over the weekend, our whānau spent the day at 
Waitangi for the celebraƟons. It was one of the best days 
ever and we are already planning for geƫng there next 
year. If you’ve never been, we wholeheartedly 
recommend it! 

Kupu whakarite: 
This year in our Te Ao Māori secƟon we will explore 
some of the kupu whakarite in te reo Māori. Kupu 
whakarite are metaphoric comparisons (such as 
metaphors, similes and personiĮcaƟon), that are used 
frequently in te reo. Many of these connect with nature 
and te taiao (nature/natural word) and as te taiao is a 
focus of our Lower school te reo lessons this year, we will 
share kupu whakarite that connect with te taiao.  

Kupu whakarite o te wiki: 
Honu manawa rahi 
A turtle with a big heart (breath). 

A person who has endurance and perseveres like a turtle 
that journeys the ocean.  
Turtles, as creatures who cover long distances through 
slow, steady movement, have always been an integral 
element of many paciĮc cultures, and can be found 
represented in a lot of paciĮc art. They are oŌen seen as 
a symbol of strength and resilience, and their presence in 
the ocean is oŌen believed to be a sign of good luck. 

Example in speech: 
Tō mahi nui hoki e te honu manawa rahi -  what an 
amazing feat, you are one of great endurance (ref: Te 
Aka DicƟonary). 

Reminder: 
Our Te Reo Māori Club starts next Wednesday from 3.30-

5pm in the school library. This club is a supporƟve space 
for high school students and any parents who are keen 
to enrol in Te Kura Correspondence School Te Reo 
Classes (which are free for adults too) and the club 
events will include occasional speakers and acƟviƟes. 
Contact Kura at kurar@michaelpark.school.nz if you are 
interested in hearing more about this iniƟaƟve. 

Ka nui te mihi mahana ki a koutou kātoa 

Kura Rutherford 

School librarian/kaiƟaki pukapuka. 

GOT YOUR HAT? 

Remember, sunhats are required 
during terms 1 & 4 for break, lunch 

and outdoor lessons. 

https://www.education.govt.nz/school/property-and-transport/transport/sta-eligibility/
https://www.education.govt.nz/school/property-and-transport/transport/sta-eligibility/
mailto:brendad@michaelpark.school.nz
mailto:kurar@michaelpark.school.nz


 The Dhal Wala  
 

The Dhal Wala serves delicious 
homemade lunches for $5 a bowl. 
Curries, hakka noodles, nachos, chai, 
juicies and snacks.  
  

Offering vegan, gluten & dairy free, 
& 100% fabulously made! 

For a bowl of yummy every day, please visit 

the Dhal Wala website 

COMMUNITY NOTICEBOARD 

• We're a MPS family looking for a long-term rental, ideally 
walking distance from school, 3 bedrooms. Please feel free 
to contact me. Nicole 0224085974. Thanks so much. 

• A Conscious ParenƟng Chat - next date Wed 18th Feb. 
Feeling stuck in loops of struggle, triggers, or disconnecƟon 
with your child? Come along to this supporƟve fortnightly 
catch up to explore Conscious ParenƟng, share 
experiences, & learn pracƟcal ways to create real change. 
Fortnightly Wednesdays 7-8pm, One Tree Hill Area. 
Facilitated by Donna raisingparents.nz. Email Donna for 
more info raisingparentsnz@gmail.com 

• Two happy MPS High School teens are wanƟng to live 
closer to the school and their friends, so our whanau is 
seeking a 2-3 bedroom home available for rent, ideally 
within walking distance.  We currently travel from Hunua 
daily and it is just not sustainable.  We are open to opƟons, 
including furnished or unfurnished or even 3-4 nights mid 
week, if anyone has an AirBnB style property, as we plan to 
go home on the weekends.  Please contact Natasha on 
natasha.sabaƟer@hotmail.com or 021 400 497. 

• Cleaner available: Our lovely MPS cleaning team, Richard 
and Sunita, are available for your cleaning requirements! 
Commercial cleaning, carpets, windows and general 
cleaning. Contact Richard on 021 578 271. 

• MPS parent searching for a desk to work at during school 
hours (just while my daughter is at school, not weekends, 
evenings or holidays). Ideally within walking distance of 
school. I only need a small table and chair with internet 
access! Happy to koha $ as suits you. If you have a small 
space available, please contact: shaylaunder@gmail.com 

Contact the editor, Dana MarcroŌ at fridayŇyer@michaelpark.school.nz   
Guideline 250 characters maximum please. Deadline midday Thursday.  

Sorry, we no longer publish graphic adverƟsements, except for Michael Park 
School acƟviƟes, class fundraisers and Steiner-related events. 

Our purpose is to assist, upliŌ, and nurture our school 
and its students, fostering a strong and connected 
community. We conƟnue the legacy of the dedicated 
parents who helped build our kura and remain focused 
on acƟon, soluƟons, and making a lasƟng impact. 

Being part of Helping Hands doesn’t mean commiƫng 
countless hours - whether you can assist once or twice, 
or take on a larger role, every contribuƟon makes a 
diīerence. We are a fun, energeƟc team of parents, 
grandparents, staī, and alumni who support the school 
through fundraising, community-building, and events. 

We welcome all who want to get involved - whether in 
big or small ways. If you're ready to lend a hand, we'd 
love to have you! 

If this sparks something for you, please contact Leah 
CorbeƩ, leahd83@gmail.com 

 

https://theodoresanjay.wixsite.com/dhal-wala
https://raisingparents.nz/
mailto:raisingparentsnz@gmail.com
mailto:natasha.sabatier@hotmail.com
mailto:shaylaunder@gmail.com
mailto:fridayflyer@michaelpark.school.nz
mailto:leahd83@gmail.com


Friday 13th February Friday 27th March 

Library   1.30 - 2.30pm 173 

www.chesspower.co.nz/class-registration 

https://www.trybooking.com/nz/events/landing/18247
https://www.chesspower.co.nz/class-registration
http://www.chesspower.co.nz/class-registration
mailto:lawry.john@gmail.com
mailto:lawry.john@gmail.com
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