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ROOM AND LUNCH BAR BOOKINGS 

Dana in the school oĸce is now looking aŌer all 
room bookings during and aŌer school hours, 
including lunch bar bookings. Please contact 
danam@michaelpark.school.nz with any requests. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tēnā koutou katoa whānau,  

Me ngā mihi ki a koutou kua mahi i te 
ahiahi whaƟwhaƟ kāheru ki te hikiƟa i te 
kaupapa kura o Waiatarua. 

We are thrilled to welcome you back to 
school for another exciƟng year! It is wonderful to see the 
familiar faces of our returning students and staī, and we are 
equally excited to greet our new whanau, teachers and 
students who have joined our community. A special menƟon to 
our new tamariki of Class 1. 

Our school is buzzing with energy, and we can already feel the 
posiƟve atmosphere as we dive into a new chapter of learning 
and growth. We look forward to building new connecƟons and 
conƟnuing to foster a caring and supporƟve environment for all 
our students, staī, and whānau. 

Whether you are returning or just starƟng your journey with us, 
we can’t wait to get to know each and every one of you beƩer 
and work together to make our school year one to remember. 

Here’s to a fantasƟc term ahead! Welcome back, and welcome 
to all our new families. Together, we will make this an amazing 
year! 

Have a wonderful long weekend. 

Nga mihi māhana, 
Desmond Pemerika 

Tumuaki | Principal 

 

 

COMING EVENTS 

Click here to view the full calendar online 

Friday 6 February  Waitangi Day 

Tuesday 10 February  Class 3 Parent MeeƟng 7pm 

Tuesday 10 February  Class 5 Parent MeeƟng 7pm 

Wednesday 18 February  Open Day 

Wednesday 18 February  Helping Hands MeeƟng 6.30pm 

Wednesday 25 February  ID Photos 

mailto:danam@michaelpark.school.nz
https://michaelpark.school.nz/calendar/
https://www.facebook.com/MichaelParkSchool
https://www.instagram.com/michaelparkschool/


teacher at Glendowie College and is currently lecturing in 
Building and ConstrucƟon at MIT, supporƟng learners working 
towards their Level 4 Carpentry qualiĮcaƟon. His experƟse 
spans carpentry, furniture making, engineering principles, 
workshop health and safety, and both unit and achievement 
standards. Mike’s experience across secondary, terƟary, and 
industry contexts posiƟons him extremely well to lead our High 
School Hard Materials programme. 

• Sue Lyons – School Counsellor 
(Lower School and High School, 2 
days per week) Sue brings over 20 
years of experience in educaƟon 
and is a highly skilled, 
compassionate school counsellor. 
She works using person-centred 
and integraƟve approaches and is deeply commiƩed to 
culturally responsive pracƟce. Sue has extensive experience 
supporƟng students, whānau, and wider communiƟes and is 
strongly commiƩed to partnership under Te TiriƟ o Waitangi. 
She also brings a deep understanding of, and connecƟon to, 
Steiner pedagogy. We are very grateful to have Sue joining our 
wellbeing team. 

• Zane Lee – Groundsperson 
We are delighted to welcome 
Zane, who joined our school 
community in Term 4 last year as 
our new Landscape and Grounds 
Specialist. Zane brings a wealth of 
hands-on experience from the 
construcƟon and building industry, including experƟse in 
waterprooĮng, electrical work, and general building projects. 
He is a reliable, hardworking, and outgoing professional who 
values teamwork and is always eager to learn new skills. Zane 
will be working closely with Mr Farley to maintain and enhance 
our school grounds, and we are excited to have him join our 
team. 

• Alongside welcoming new 
colleagues, I also want to warmly 
welcome back Mary Chun from 
maternity leave. It is so wonderful  
to have you back with us. I was   
lucky enough to see photos of your 
beauƟful daughter - she is absolutely 
adorable - and we’re so pleased to have you back in our 
community. 

WELCOMING OUR NEW STAFF 

• KersƟn Anderson – Lower 
School Outdoor Classroom Teacher  
We were incredibly fortunate to 
have KersƟn with us last term, and 
we are absolutely delighted that 
she is joining us permanently in this 
role. KersƟn brings warmth, 
creaƟvity, and a deep understanding of outdoor and 
experienƟal learning. She has already built wonderful 
relaƟonships with students, and there is a real sense of 
excitement — from both staī and students — about having her 
in the school. We are very lucky to have you, KersƟn. 

• Jonathan Gabriel – Teacher in 
Charge of High School Media 
Studies Jonathan is currently the 
interim AcƟng Head of Department 
for Media Studies at Dilworth 
School and has previously taught at 
Manurewa High School and Mount 
Roskill Grammar School. He also brings English teaching 
experƟse to our high school. As many of you know, Jonathan’s 
wife, Miss Reid, is our HOD of Drama, and their daughter Luna 
has recently started in the kindergarten — so they are well and 
truly part of our community already. We are very pleased to 
welcome Jonathan to the team. 

• Thomas Huskinson – Class 6 
Kaiako Tom brings over a decade of 
teaching and leadership experience 
across both New Zealand and 
internaƟonal schools, including his 
current role as Year 5 Team Leader 
at Wakaaranga Primary School. He 
has strong experience in curriculum planning, student 
leadership, wellbeing iniƟaƟves, creaƟve enrichment 
programmes, literacy leadership, and environmental educaƟon. 
Tom also has a long-standing interest in Steiner pedagogy and a 
genuine commitment to holisƟc, student-centred learning. We 
are very excited to have him working with our Class 6 students. 

• Mike Pavarno – HOD 
Technology (Hard Materials)  
Mike brings a strong trade-based 
background alongside extensive 
teaching experience. He spent over 
ten years as the Hard Materials 



A creative play day 
with Susannah 

A creaƟve play day with Susannah took place in the 
kindergarten in January with some incredibly happy tamariki. 
The amazing Ares – a highly creaƟve senior student in Michael 
Park School – came to play too.   

Singing, dancing, storytelling, making cats and jellyĮsh. 
Dressing up as mermaids and soldiers, and treasure 
hunƟng in the garden gave everyone a good Ɵme.   

At Easter we’re going to do it again!  
Email Susannah at: susannahm@michaelpark.school.nz  

CLIMBING THE WALL  OF SUCCESS!  

FantasƟc results from the Auckland Regional Climbing 
CompeƟƟon this weekend! 

Three of our students climbed to the top of their age  
categories and took out Įrst place in the Auckland Regional 
Climbing CompeƟƟon. 

  Aleksei Dergilev (Class 3) took Įrst place in  
  the Under 11 category  

  Mikhail Dergilev (Class 6) won the Under 15  
  category  

  Benito Maher-Hampson (Class 11) secured the 
  win in  the Under 19 category 

The boys did extremely well in their performance, but also 
demonstrated the very best of what climbing has to oīer —  
a genuine camaraderie. Throughout the compeƟƟon they 
cheered each other on and shared in the joy of their  
favourite sport. 

CongratulaƟons to Aleksei, Mikhail and Benito on these 
outstanding results — a fantasƟc achievement! 

mailto:susannahm@michaelpark.school.nz


 The Dhal Wala  
 

The Dhal Wala needs you! 
Desperately needing food 
containers. If they’re lying in the 
back of a cupboard, or 
marinading in the back of your 
car, the Dhal Wala needs your 
support. Please drop them in at 
the kitchen. Thanks in advance! 
 
The Dhal Wala serves delicious 
homemade lunches for $5 a bowl. 
Curries, hakka noodles, nachos, 
chai, juicies and snacks.  
      
        Offering vegan, gluten & dairy free,  
       & 100% fabulously made! 

        For a bowl of yummy every day, 
        please visit the Dhal Wala website 

COMMUNITY NOTICEBOARD 

• Two happy MPS High School teens are wanƟng to live 
closer to the school and their friends, so our whanau is 
seeking a 2-3 bedroom home available for rent, ideally 
within walking distance.  We currently travel from Hunua 
daily and it is just not sustainable.  We are open to opƟons, 
including furnished or unfurnished or even 3-4 nights mid 
week, if anyone has an AirBnB style property, as we plan to 
go home on the weekends.  Please contact Natasha on 
natasha.sabaƟer@hotmail.com or 021 400 497. 

• Cleaner available: Our lovely MPS cleaning team, Richard 
and Sunita, are available for your cleaning requirements! 
Commercial cleaning, carpets, windows and general 
cleaning. Contact Richard on 021 578 271. 

• Graphic calculator for sale by MPS graduate. Casio fx-

9750GII, comes with user guide - $80. Great condiƟon, only 
used for Year 12/13. Aria Berghan 022 382 1644 

• MPS parent searching for a desk to work at during school 
hours (just while my daughter is at school, not weekends, 
evenings or holidays). Ideally within walking distance of 
school. I only need a small table and chair with internet 
access! Happy to koha $ as suits you. If you have a small 
space available, please contact: shaylaunder@gmail.com 

Contact the editor, Dana MarcroŌ at fridayŇyer@michaelpark.school.nz   
Guideline 250 characters maximum please. Deadline midday Thursday.  

Sorry, we no longer publish graphic adverƟsements, except for Michael Park 
School acƟviƟes, class fundraisers and Steiner-related events. 

Friday 13th February Friday 27th March 

Library   1.30 - 2.30pm 173 

www.chesspower.co.nz/class-registration 

Our purpose is to assist, upliŌ, and nurture our school 
and its students, fostering a strong and connected 
community. We conƟnue the legacy of the dedicated 
parents who helped build our kura and remain focused 
on acƟon, soluƟons, and making a lasƟng impact. 

Being part of Helping Hands doesn’t mean commiƫng 
countless hours - whether you can assist once or twice, 
or take on a larger role, every contribuƟon makes a 
diīerence. We are a fun, energeƟc team of parents, 
grandparents, staī, and alumni who support the school 
through fundraising, community-building, and events. 

We welcome all who want to get involved - whether in 
big or small ways. If you're ready to lend a hand, we'd 
love to have you! 

If this sparks something for you, please contact Leah 
CorbeƩ, leahd83@gmail.com 
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