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week. We warmly invite families to join us for this special 
seasonal celebraƟon. 

As always, thank you to our staī, students, and whānau for the 
energy, care, and commitment you conƟnue to bring to our 
school community. 

Have a wonderful weekend. 

Ngā manaakitanga, 
Desmond Pemerika 

Principal 

 

 

 

FAIR RESULT  
A huge thank you to you all in the Michael Park School 
Community for your hard work through the year and on Fair 
Day.  We made a proĮt of $39,417.04 excl GST.  

We hope you all enjoyed the day. Have a great Christmas and 
New Year break and we will see you next year.   

Kind regards 

Erin Wilson  

 

THE BIG RAFFLE 

The class that sold the most raŋe Ɵckets was Class 2 - well 
done Class 2! As their prize, they’ll enjoy a special aŌernoon tea 
from Sanjay along with some baking from the Helping Hands 
team. 

And a special menƟon to Magnolia, who sold the most Ɵckets in 
Kindy. Ka pai, everyone! 

A very special thanks to our Big Raŋe sponsors for their 
incredibly generous support: Weber Lunn Ave, Toyworld Lunn 
Ave, Mitre 10 MEGA Mt Wellington, Zoe & Morgan Jewellery, 
First Mates Last Laugh (Westhaven), Bunnings Mt Wellington, 
Mapari Meats – Lunn Ave, Mint Cakery and our local New 
Worlds, Pak’nSaves, and Four Squares.  

We couldn’t have pulled this oī without them, so if you’re out 
shopping this month, please think of these businesses and show 
them some love. 

Kia ora e te whānau, 

This week our High School Prize Giving 
was a truly wonderful celebraƟon of 
eīort, growth, and achievement. We 
congratulate all of our recipients who 
were acknowledged across academics, 
service, leadership, and sport. Events like this remind us of the 
breadth of talents within our community and the strong culture 
of encouragement that surrounds our young people. 

The main event of this week was our Class 12 GraduaƟon, a 
deeply meaningful occasion marking the culminaƟon of a long 
and rich journey for our students and their whānau. Together, 
they have walked many years with us, and it was a Ɵme to 
reŇect, celebrate, and acknowledge all that has been shared 
along the way. We farewell our graduates with pride and 
graƟtude, and we wish each of them every success and 
happiness as they step into the next chapter of their lives. 

Meanwhile, our Class 7, 8, 9, and 10 students have begun their 
much-anƟcipated CraŌ Week workshops with master craŌ 
experts. This iniƟaƟve, started by Mr Bernal a number of years 
ago, has become a valued and eagerly awaited tradiƟon on our 
High School calendar and a Įƫng way to conclude the 
academic year. This will be Mr Bernal’s Įnal CraŌ Week before 
he leaves us, and we extend our hearƞelt thanks to him for the 
lasƟng legacy he has created for our kura. 

In the Lower School, excitement is building as students 
rehearse diligently for this term’s NaƟvity Play. The children 
have been pracƟsing their lines, songs, and movement with 
great enthusiasm and are very much looking forward to 
performing for our community on Thursday and Friday next 

COMING EVENTS 

Click here to view the full calendar online 

4-11 December  High School CraŌ Week 

Monday 8 December  Luis Bernal Farewell Assembly 
10.50am 

Monday 8 December  Library Whānau Hour 2.30-3.30 

Thursday 11 December  Last day for High School 

Thursday 11 December  NaƟvity Play 2pm 

Friday 12 December  NaƟvity Play 1pm 

Wednesday 17 December  Last day for Class 1-7 & Kindy - 
12pm Įnish 

https://michaelpark.school.nz/calendar/
https://www.facebook.com/MichaelParkSchool
https://www.instagram.com/michaelparkschool/


 

Class 12 Graduates  

and Senior Prize Winners  



LIBRARY NEWS 

All books sƟll out are now overdue for stocktake – please 
ensure all books are back so that in Week 10 your child/ren can 
issue books for summer. 

Whānau Hour at the library 

A chance for the school community to come and take books out 
for summer. 

Mon 8 December, 2.30pm - 3.30pm. 

• Come and choose books to take home for 
your family for summer reading. 

• Visit our Christmas tree. 
• Check out our new books. 
• Drop oī your Kiwi Christmas Book donaƟon  
• Pick up one of our reading recommendaƟon lists. 

Ngā mihi nui 
Kura 

 

Goodbye note from Luis Bernal 

Dear friends, 

I Įnd myself deeply moved as I seat under the outdoor 
classroom tent observing Finlay Newton, Class 12 student who 
graduated on Wednesday, leading students into the experience 
of hand spinning sheep wool, aŌer carding it by hand to turn it 
into yarn, and eventually into a kniƩed or crochet garment. The 
simplicity of the process allows a deep connecƟon with the 
material and the source from where it all comes from, and with 
it, a deep connecƟon with nature and oneself.  It becomes a 
true experience of being human. Finlay is one of the nine 
passionate craŌs pracƟƟoners holding workshops, four of them 
parents of our school. The event is available to 95 students in 
classes 7 to 10. We call this event CraŌ Week and it happens 
every year on the very last week of school.  This year our 

STAFFING ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR 2026  
We are pleased to share the new staī who will be joining our 
school community for the start of next year: 

Jonathan Gabriel 
Teacher in charge of High School Media Studies  
Jonathan is currently the interim acƟng Head of Department of 
Media Studies at Dilworth School. Jonathan previously taught at 
Manurewa High School and Mt Roskill Grammar School. It so 
happens, that his wife Miss Reid is our HOD of Drama in the 
High School and their daughter Luna recently started in the 
kindergarten. Jonathan will also be teaching English in the high 
school. 

Thomas Huskinson 

Class 6 Kaiako  
Tom brings over a decade of teaching and leadership 
experience across New Zealand and internaƟonal schools, 
including his current role as Year 5 Team Leader at Wakaaranga 
Primary School. He has a strong background in curriculum 
planning, student leadership, wellbeing iniƟaƟves, and creaƟve 
enrichment programmes, alongside previous experience in 
literacy leadership and environmental educaƟon. Tom has a 
long-standing interest in Steiner pedagogy and a commitment 
to holisƟc, student-centred learning.  

Mike Pavarno 

High School HOD Technology – Hard Materials  
Mike brings a strong trade-based background alongside 
extensive teaching experience, having served over ten years as 
the Hard Materials teacher at Glendowie College and currently 
lecturing in Building and ConstrucƟon at MIT, where he 
supports learners working toward their Level 4 Carpentry 
qualiĮcaƟon. He combines experƟse in carpentry, furniture 
making, engineering principles, and workshop health and safety 
with a deep understanding of both unit standards and 
achievement standards. Mike’s broad experience across 
secondary, terƟary, and industry seƫngs posiƟons him strongly 
to lead our High School Hard Materials programme. 

Sue Lyons 

Lower School and High School Counsellor (part-Ɵme, 2 days a 
week)  
Sue brings over 20 years of experience in educaƟon, alongside 
her work as a qualiĮed and compassionate school counsellor. 
She is skilled in person-centred and integraƟve counselling 
approaches and is deeply commiƩed to culturally responsive 
pracƟce. Sue has extensive experience supporƟng the wellbeing 
of students, whānau, and wider communiƟes. 

She is strongly commiƩed to working in partnership under Te 
TiriƟ o Waitangi and brings a deep understanding of and 
connecƟon to Steiner pedagogy. 



 

 

students had the tough decision of picking from one out of the 
following workshops: Knife making, Įne metal jewellery, stage 
makeup and SFX art, cooking, ceramics, book binding, stained 
glass, resin casƟng and wool spinning. So aƩracƟve it is that 21 
of our class 10 students, for whom the event is opƟonal, have 
decided to stay at school for an extra week to join us. 

Making craŌs around a Įre collaboraƟvely is a social event that 
is linked to the deepest roots of any culture, and is a vehicle to 
creaƟng healthy socieƟes that collaborate in the search of 
everyone’s beneĮt. Our school cherishes this event profoundly 
and allocates big resources for it to happen. It is one of many 
acƟviƟes that allows us to deliver the special character that we 
stand for. 

I feel specially moved this year knowing that this is the last craŌ 
week I will hold at MPS. As you know I have decided to move to 
Melbourne next year to help another Steiner school set up their 
outdoor classroom program. I Įnd myself in a biƩersweet 
moment of transiƟon, knowing that I must leave behind this 
lovely school, this community, my dear colleagues and my 
beloved students. Specialist teachers like me have the beneĮt 
of teaching all ages, and we get to see our students grow and 
develop and are lucky to build deep and strong bounds with 
them. I am leaving behind a big family and lots of friends, and 
walking towards a new adventure. 

I also leave behind a beauƟful warm-hearted woman in Kirsten 
Anderson, to take over the outdoor classroom. The school has 
made a fantasƟc appointment. We have been interacƟng this 
term and I can assure you that our beloved program couldn't be 
in beƩer hands. 

All that is leŌ is to thank you all from the boƩom of my heart, 
for being part of my life and giving me and my family a 
community we can call home. We leave with a deep sense of 
loss and we grieve it with tears of graƟtude. We look ahead 
with excitement and joy, and hope that we will stay connected 
to this school and all that it stands for. 

Today, Friday 5th of December, is my last working day at the 
school. I will be around on Monday morning to say goodbye to 
the children, I will be around the school unƟl 1pm. I Ňy to 
Mexico on Tuesday 6th December to spend a few weeks with 
my parents in Mexico before the next adventure begins. 

I hope you don’t mind I take a piece of your heart with me, and 
certainly leave a piece of my heart in your hands. 

Much love from Luis, Norma and Karla. 
luisbernalt@gmail.com 

 

A farewell assembly will be held for Luis in the Auditorium, 
Monday 8th December, at 10.50am. 

 

    

 

Christmas Kindness 

We are collecƟng fesƟve food and giŌs for the SalvaƟon Army 
again this year. Over the next few months we will see 
thousands of Kiwis in desperate need. Increased costs of living 
are further stretching families who already have so liƩle, 
meaning they don’t have the luxury of parƟcipaƟng in fesƟviƟes 
like giŌ-giving and shared meals this year. 

Can you help with providing items that we can gift them? 

Think fesƟve treats and giŌs for teenagers (body spray, nail 
polish, hair accessories, colouring books, etc.). These should be 
unwrapped. This is the age group that oŌen gets overlooked 
and they really struggle with giŌs for them. 

There is a donaƟon box in the school oĸce unƟl Wed 17 Dec. 

www.salvaƟonarmy.org.nz/christmas-appeal/donate-now 

 

And let’s not forget our furry friends at Christmas! 

Mackenzie and Mala from Class 2 are also collecƟng canned pet 
food, to be delivered to a local animal shelter.  

 

 

 

 

Thank you MPS whānau for bringing hope and joy at Christmas. 

 

Once again MPS is 
collecting donations of 
brand new books to 

gift to kids in need this Christmas. Picture books, chapter 
books, fiction, non-fiction - we’d love them all! Even better if 
we can support Kiwi authors and illustrators. 

We have two donation boxes in the school - one in 
the office and another in the library. 

You can also purchase GIFT CARDS through the website 
and donate a book on behalf of someone else. They make 
ideal presents - please do check them out! 

Donations close on Wednesday, December 10th. 

The donaƟon box is in 
the school oĸce. 

mailto:luisbernalt@gmail.com
https://www.salvationarmy.org.nz/christmas-appeal/donate-now
https://shop.kiwichristmasbooks.org.nz/
http://www.kiwichristmasbooks.org.nz/


 

     CLASS 4  

       LOCAL HISTORY  

Step back in Ɵme to colonial New Zealand with Class 4! For our 
Local History main lesson, students explored the fascinaƟng 
lives of New Zealand's early Māori and non-Māori seƩlers. The 
class visited Howick Historic Village to get a hands-on feel for 
what those Ɵmes were truly like. See the historical experience 
captured in these modern photographs of Class 4! 



mailto:eurythmyaotearoa@gmail.com
mailto:edith.vandermeer@gmail.com
mailto:michellemullany@gmail.com
http://www.nzyouthsection.co.nz/


COMMUNITY NOTICEBOARD 

• Cleaner available: Our lovely MPS cleaning team, Richard 
and Sunita, are available for your cleaning requirements! 
Commercial cleaning, carpets, windows and general 
cleaning. Contact Richard on 021 578 271. 

• Furnished 2-bedroom upstairs unit available for rent in a 
two-level house from now unƟl the end of January. Short-

term stays (by the day or week) are welcome. Located just 
a 5-minute drive from the school. For inquiries, please 
contact Kinga at kinga0112@gmail.com or 021 039 5434. 

• Steiner School Art Curriculum Adult Leaning Online 
(Zoom). 2 year course starƟng Jan/Feb 2026. Hands on Art, 
working with the colours through wet-on-wet painƟng, 
Goethes Colour Theory in depth, form drawing and much 
more. I’d love to hear if you’re interested - message 
Margaret-Mary Farr on 027 2484193 or email 
manawastudio@gmail.com 

• Conscious ParenƟng Circle - last circle for 2025 this Tues 
09 Dec. Oīering support, insight & a space to share & 
connect with other parents. Bonus opportunity to learn 
more about the transformaƟve principles of Conscious 
ParenƟng. Facilitated by Donna hƩps://raisingparents.nz/. 
Fortnightly Tuesday 7-8pm, One Tree Hill Area. Email 
Donna for more info raisingparentsnz@gmail.com  

• Hi, my name's Grace and I'm in Class 11 (18 years old). If 
you need a babysiƩer, please consider me! I'm 
dependable, responsible and currently look aŌer children 
at the MPS aŌer school care programme 1-2 days per week 
(with some extra babysiƫng on the side). I can provide 
references if requested. I'm available over the Christmas/
summer holiday period. Mobile 021 027 86369. 

• Looking for someone to give a 12 year old a few 
introductory trombone lessons over the summer. Could be 
a student from the high school. Happy to pay a fair rate. 
Rachel 021 571 648. Many thanks!  

• Lovely 4 bedroom, 2 bathroom, 2 living room home for 
rent. Quiet, friendly street close to school. 14 Ellerslie Park 
Rd. $1050 per week. Contact 
wandaignaƟevsky@gmail.com 

• Do You Need a House SiƩer this Summer? We are 3-4 
responsible, mature women looking for accommodaƟon 
during our Eurythmy Aotearoa training at MPS, and are 
happy to take care of your home in exchange. The dates 
are 4-12 January 2026 AND 5-9 February 2026 (Waitangi 
Weekend). Preferably within 30mins of MPS. We can water 
plants, feed cats (sorry, no dogs), collect mail, and keep 
your home Ɵdy and secure. If interested, please contact 
annemansart@yahoo.co.nz 

Contact the editor, Dana MarcroŌ at fridayŇyer@michaelpark.school.nz   
Guideline 250 characters maximum please. Deadline midday Thursday.  

Sorry, we no longer publish graphic adverƟsements, except for Michael Park 
School acƟviƟes, class fundraisers and Steiner-related events. 

mailto:kinga0112@gmail.com
mailto:manawastudio@gmail.com
https://raisingparents.nz/
mailto:raisingparentsnz@gmail.com
mailto:wandaignatievsky@gmail.com
mailto:annemansart@yahoo.co.nz
mailto:fridayflyer@michaelpark.school.nz
mailto:hartmutborries@mailbox.org

