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Barbershop concert - free for MPS whanau 

Tomorrow, the City of Sails Barbershop Chorus is performing a 
concert in the MPS Auditorium from 2pm-4pm. They have 
generously oīered FREE entry to the MPS community. Just tell 
them at the door that you are from MPS. 

Details here: 
www.eventbrite.co.nz/e/Ɵnsel-tunes-Ɵckets-1847398220809 

 

HE KUPU WHAKAMANA  
A MESSAGE FROM THE MPS BOARD AND THE 

RUDOLF STEINER SCHOOLS TRUST 

Tēnā koutou e te whānau, 

Many in the educaƟon sector have been surprised by the 
Government’s recent amendments to the EducaƟon and 
Training Act, parƟcularly the change from requiring boards to 
“give eīect to Te TiriƟ o Waitangi” to a focus on “reasonable 
steps” and cultural diversity. These changes arrived quickly and 
have generated a range of responses across the motu. 

We want to reassure our community that this legislaƟve 
wording does not change who we are or the commitments we 
hold. Te TiriƟ has long been central to our kaupapa and will 
remain so. Our direcƟon is grounded, established over many 
years, and is not altered by changes in phrasing within the Act. 

For us, Te TiriƟ is a living commitment: 
• to partnership 

• to cultural idenƟty 

• to shared responsibility 

• to ensuring every child feels seen, valued and at home in 
Aotearoa 

Kia ora e te whānau, 

What a vibrant week it has been at 
Michael Park School. Our community was 
treated to the Class 9 Independent 
Project PresentaƟons, the culminaƟon of 
ten months of dedicaƟon, curiosity, and 
creaƟvity. The quality of thinking and 
craŌsmanship on display was truly inspiring, and it has no 
doubt sparked ideas for next year’s cohort. CongratulaƟons to 
Class 9 on such an outstanding achievement. 

Yesterday, Class 2 delighted their whānau and staī with a 
wonderful performance of their class play. Their conĮdence, 
teamwork, and joy made everyone all incredibly proud. A 
hearƞelt thank you to JaneƩe and families who supported them 
along the way. 

Next week marks one of the key moments in our school 
calendar: our High School Prizegiving and our Class 12 
GraduaƟon. We look forward to welcoming back our Class 11 
and 12 students for these special celebraƟons of learning, 
growth, and accomplishment. These events are always a 
powerful reminder of the journey our young people take 
through the school, and the community that supports them. 

And of course - no end-of-year season would be complete 
without the highly anƟcipated volleyball showdown between 
Class 12 and the staī. Who will hold the bragging rights for 
2025? We can’t wait to Įnd out. 

Have a wonderful weekend. 

Ngā manaakitanga, 
Desmond Pemerika 

Principal 

COMING EVENTS 
Click here to view the full calendar online 

Tuesday 2 December  High School Prizegiving, 
followed by C12 vs Staī 
Volleyball Showdown 

Wednesday 3 December  Class 12 GraduaƟon 

4-11 December  High School CraŌ Week 

Friday 5 December  Snapdragon Christmas Market 

Thursday 11 December  NaƟvity Play 2pm 

Friday 12 December  NaƟvity Play 1pm 

https://www.eventbrite.co.nz/e/tinsel-tunes-tickets-1847398220809
https://michaelpark.school.nz/calendar/
https://www.facebook.com/MichaelParkSchool
https://www.instagram.com/michaelparkschool/
https://www.eventbrite.co.nz/e/tinsel-tunes-tickets-1847398220809


LIBRARY NEWS 

All books are now due back for stocktake, but in Week 10 we 
will be issuing again for summer.  

Class 11 and 12 please have all books back by graduaƟon to 
avoid being charged for these.  

Whānau Hour at the library 

A chance for the school community to come and take books out 
for summer. 

Mon 8 December, 2.30pm - 3.30pm. 

• Come and choose books to take home for 
your family for summer reading. 

• Visit our Christmas tree. 
• Check out our new books. 
• Drop oī your Kiwi Christmas Book donaƟon  
• Pick up one of our reading recommendaƟon lists. 

Ngā mihi nui 
Kura 

A special thank you to Winston for his amazing work collecƟng 
library books for stocktake during the Red Trolley Book Drive  
this week. We so appreciate your mahi, Winston.  
(And a huge thank you to Fleur for making our  
wagons so beauƟfully fesƟve). 

Keeping Te TiriƟ at the heart of our school supports the 
wellbeing of our tamariki, kaiako and whānau, strengthens 
relaƟonships, and fosters a sense of belonging for every child. 

Our Steiner philosophy aligns with these commitments. Respect 
for the individuality of the child, meaningful relaƟonships, and 
learning through head, heart and hands sit naturally alongside 
Te TiriƟ and enrich our school’s kaupapa by upliŌing: 
• the dignity and mana of the child 

• cultural idenƟty 

• connecƟon with the land 

• strong community relaƟonships 

• learning rooted in understanding and responsibility 

Our staī conƟnue to deepen their learning of te ao Māori, 
supported by many who walk alongside us, and this remains a 
valued and ongoing journey. 

Thank you, whānau, for your trust and partnership. 
We look forward to conƟnuing this path together with Te TiriƟ 
as a guiding principle in all we do. 

Ngā mihi nui, 
The School Board & Proprietor Trust 

 

 



 
CLASS 4 FAMILY TREE PROJECTS  

Our Class 4 students are hard at work on their Family Tree 
projects, exploring their families' origins and how they came to 
seƩle in New Zealand. The diīerent origin stories emerging 
from our wonderfully diverse 
and mulƟcultural class have 
been a thrill! We admire the 
bravery of the relaƟves who 
ventured to this new land. This 
project will be a valuable 
resource that the children will 
appreciate and be able to share 
with future generaƟons. 

  

 

Christmas Kindness 

We are collecƟng fesƟve food and giŌs for the SalvaƟon Army 
again this year. Over the next few months we will see 
thousands of Kiwis in desperate need. Increased costs of living 
are further stretching families who already have so liƩle, 
meaning they don’t have the luxury of parƟcipaƟng in fesƟviƟes 
like giŌ-giving and shared meals this year. 

Can you help with providing items that we can gift them? 

Think fesƟve treats and giŌs for teenagers (body spray, nail 
polish, hair accessories, colouring books, etc.). These should be 
unwrapped. This is the age group that oŌen gets overlooked 
and they really struggle with giŌs for them. 

There is a donaƟon box in the school oĸce. 

www.salvaƟonarmy.org.nz/christmas-appeal/donate-now 

Thank you MPS whānau for bringing hope and joy at Christmas. 

 

 

Once again MPS is 
collecting donations 
of brand new 
books to gift to kids 

in need this Christmas. Picture books, chapter books, fiction, 
non-fiction - we’d love them all! Even better if 
we can support Kiwi authors and illustrators. 

We have two donation boxes in the 
school - one in the office and another in 
the library. 

The books will be distributed to families in 
need through various charities, including the 
families that will be having Christmas onsite at the Refugee 
Resettlement Centre. The team of Michael Park Elves worked 
hard last year to make sure that every child got a book 
delivered to them by sleigh! 

You can also purchase GIFT CARDS through the website 
and donate a book on behalf of someone else. They make 
ideal presents - please do check them out! 

Donations close on Monday, December 10th. 

Thank you for your support! 

https://www.salvationarmy.org.nz/christmas-appeal/donate-now
https://shop.kiwichristmasbooks.org.nz/
http://www.kiwichristmasbooks.org.nz/
http://www.kiwichristmasbooks.org.nz/


mailto:eurythmyaotearoa@gmail.com
mailto:edith.vandermeer@gmail.com
mailto:michellemullany@gmail.com


COMMUNITY NOTICEBOARD 

• Hi, my name's Grace and I'm in Class 11 (18 years old). If you 
need a babysiƩer, please consider me! I'm dependable,  
responsible and currently look aŌer children at the MPS 
aŌer school care programme 1-2 days per week (with some 
extra babysiƫng on the side). I can provide references if 
requested. I'm available over the Christmas/summer holiday 
period. Mobile 021 027 86369. 

• Looking for someone to give a 12 year old a few 
introductory trombone lessons over the summer. Could be 
a student from the high school. Happy to pay a fair rate. 
Rachel 021 571 648. Many thanks!  

• Lovely 4 bedroom, 2 bathroom, 2 living room home for 
rent. Quiet, friendly street close to school. 14 Ellerslie Park 
Rd. $1050 per week. Contact wandaignaƟevsky@gmail.com 

• Do You Need a House SiƩer this Summer? We are 3-4 
responsible, mature women looking for accommodaƟon 
during our Eurythmy Aotearoa training at MPS, and are 
happy to take care of your home in exchange. The dates 
are 4-12 January 2026 AND 5-9 February 2026 (Waitangi 
Weekend). Preferably within 30mins of MPS. We can water 
plants, feed cats (sorry, no dogs), collect mail, and keep your 
home Ɵdy and secure. If interested, please contact 
annemansart@yahoo.co.nz 

mailto:wandaignatievsky@gmail.com
mailto:annemansart@yahoo.co.nz
mailto:hartmutborries@mailbox.org
http://www.nzyouthsection.co.nz/

