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always encouraging to be reminded that our students continue 

to thrive and punch well above our weight. 

Ngā mihi nui,  

Desmond Pemerika 

Tumuaki 
 

SCHOOL BOARD ELECTIONS 

Schooled Election Pilot has been 

appointed by the Michael Park 

School Board as the returning 

officer for the upcoming triennial 

school board election. 

Nominations are open for the election of parent 

representatives to the Michael Park School Board. An email was 

sent on 18th July to all parents and caregivers on the school 

electoral roll. Nominations close on 06 Aug 2025 at noon. If 

you have not received the email, please check your spam/junk 

folders. If you have any questions, please contact the elections 

team on election@electionpilot.nz or on 0800 VOTENZ (0800 

868 369). 

The link for nominating online is: https://app.electionpilot.nz/

elections/michael-park-school/1368/nominate 

Please contact the school office if you require a hardcopy 

nomination form. 

Staggered Election Cycle 

We are seeking 6 parent representatives for the Michael Park 

School Board (not 7, as stated in the email from Election Pilot) 

and we encourage you to nominate yourself or someone else 

for these roles. 

The MPS Board has agreed to adopt a staggered election cycle. 

This won't affect this election, where 6 parent representative 

positions are to be filled but, going forward, a mid-term 

election will be held as well as the usual triennial election, and 

3 parent representative positions would be filled at each of 

those elections.  

The board felt the staggered election cycle approach would 

provide better continuity for the Board and the school.  

To get in sync with the staggered election cycle, 3 of the 6 

positions being filled at this coming election will be for a half 

(18 month) term. Which parent representatives do the shorter 

term will be by mutual agreement or based on lowest number 

of votes if mutual agreement cannot be reached.  

Kia ora e te whānau, 

"Nāu te rourou, nāku te rourou, ka ora 

ai te iwi." 

"With your food basket and my food 

basket, the people will thrive." 

What a wonderful week it has been in the life of our school! 

Who can believe that today is the first day of August? 

This week, our Class 11 and 12 students took part in the annual 

Mud Run, a key component of their NCEA internal assessment. 

The 6km course tested not only their physical endurance but 

also their determination and teamwork. Their assessment is 

based on their finish times, and by all accounts, they rose to the 

challenge and had a fantastic time doing so!  

Looking ahead, we’re excited to be hosting our Open Day next 

week. This is a great opportunity for prospective families to 

experience the special character of our kura. Please feel free to 

spread the word among friends and whānau who may be 

interested in learning more about our school. 

Earlier this week, I received an unexpected message from an 

old friend - someone I hadn’t spoken to in years - offering warm 

congratulations after reading Metro magazine’s annual NCEA 

report card for Auckland Secondary Schools. We are proud to 

share that our school placed 1st in the Arts, which includes 

visual arts, painting, photography, and performing arts such as 

music and drama. We also placed 4th in Science. For a school of 

our size, these results are a wonderful affirmation of the 

meaningful relationships, supportive curriculum, and holistic 

approach we prioritise. Our students are nurtured to grow, 

create, explore, and achieve, and it is heartening to see that 

this dedication continues to translate into outstanding 

outcomes. 

We are proud to be a place where teaching and learning are 

deeply connected to wellbeing and whanaungatanga - and it’s 

COMING EVENTS 
Click here to view the full calendar online 

Tuesday 5 August  Class 9 Parent Meeting 6pm 

Tuesday 5 August  Class 10 Parent Meeting 6.30 

Wednesday 6 August  Open Day 

Friday 8 August  Class 2 Pasta Lunch Bar 

Friday 8 August  Charity Team Movie Night 5pm 

Friday 8 August  Vox Humana Choral Music 
Performance, 6pm, Auditorium 

Tuesday 12 August  Class 8 Parent Meeting 6pm 

mailto:election@electionpilot.nz
https://app.electionpilot.nz/elections/michael-park-school/1368/nominate
https://app.electionpilot.nz/elections/michael-park-school/1368/nominate
https://michaelpark.school.nz/calendar/
https://www.facebook.com/MichaelParkSchool
https://www.instagram.com/michaelparkschool/


TOUGH GUY AND GAL CHALLENGE 

On Thursday, some of our Level 2 

and 3 PE students participated in 

the annual Tough Guy and Gal 

competition, a gruelling 6km run 

consisting of mud pits, climbing 

walls and tunnels determined to 

push participants to their limits. 

Once again, Michael Park students 

stood up to the challenge and 

completed the course with a smile 

(and a bit of mud) on their faces. 

Congratulations to Tilly Arasaratnam for coming 4th overall in 

the female category. 

JUNIOR TOUGH GUY  

And, from our lower school,  

Mako Edmonds represented 

Michael Park School at the 2025 

Junior Tough Guys and Gals in 

Pukekohe on 25th July.  

Ka mau te wehi Mako! 

Class 10 is riding the wave of discovery in their current Main 

Lesson! From the crashing surf to beams of light and pulses of 

sound, Class 10 are exploring waves in all their fascinating 

forms. Students created stunning art by bending light through 

lenses, delved into medical science by examining the structure 

of a cow’s eye, and watched wave physics in action with Mr 

Mander’s epic slow-mo footage of bursting water balloons. 

Check out our social media for a live-action video!  

https://www.instagram.com/p/DMyoeeKzp0g/


 

CHARITY TEAM MOVIE NIGHT 
The Charity Team are bringing back Movie Night this year, as a 

way to wrap up our fundraising efforts for the 40 Hour 

Challenge run by World Vision. We’d love for you to join us (and 

bonus points if you come in your PJ’s) Friday evening 5-7:30pm 

in Room 9 (in the high school) to watch the 2025 live action Lilo 

and Stitch! 

Entry fee is $5 and there will be yummy baking, popcorn and 

drinks available for sale, so bring some money along. Feel free 

to bring a beanbag or cushions along with you. 

A note that this is for Classes 4+, high school are welcome too.  

Parents - please pick up your children by 7:45pm, we will have 

Cathy and the team making sure everyone gets home safe :)  

We hope to see you there!  

Amberley, on behalf of the Charity 

Team  

TE AO MĀORI 
A space dedicated to promoting te reo me ōna tikanga Māori    

 

This week in our Matariki Te Reo Challenge, I shared a 

folder of resources with staff that trace some of the 

history of the waka that landed in Tāmaki Makaurau, or, 

as it is sometimes called, ‘Tāmaki Herenga Waka’ - the 

gathering place of waka. 

I also shared an article with some amazing kōrero about 

the names of places in our region and the article includes 

the pūrākau about Hape, who, so the pūrākau goes, 

caught a ride to Aotearoa on a stingray after he was left 

behind in Hawaiki when the Tainui waka set out to 

Aotearoa, arriving into Manukau Harbour before the 

Tainui waka. It’s well worth a read to find out more 

about the significance of this pūrākau to many of the 

names of places (such as Karangahape Road) in our 

rohe.  The ink is here: https://www.stuff.co.nz/pou-

tiaki/127300161/tmaki-makaurau-how-the-suburbs-and-

maunga-carry-citys-history-in-their-names 

 

WHAKATAUKĪ O TE WĀ: 
He taonga rongonui te aroha ki te tangata.  

Good will towards each other is a precious gift. 
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Congratulations to Violet Theodore, who recently performed on 

violin in the South Auckland Performing Arts Competitions. She 

gained first place in the Senior Strings Contemporary Class and 

was awarded the "Most Promising String Player" trophy for the 

whole Senior Strings competition.
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2026 TERM DATES 
Any changes will be published in the Friday Flyer. 

Click here to view the full calendar online 

TERM 1, 2026 
Monday, 2 February - Thursday, 2 April 2026 

Waitangi Day - Friday, 6 February 
Teacher Only Day - Monday, 16 March 

Good Friday - Friday, 3 April 

 

TERM 2, 2026 
Monday, 20 April - Friday, 3 July 2026 

ANZAC Day - Monday, 27 April 
King’s Birthday - Monday, 1 June 

* Matariki Holiday is during school holidays - Friday 10th July * 

 

TERM 3, 2026 
Monday, 20 July - Friday, 25 September 2026 

Mid-Term Break - Friday, 21 August 

 

TERM 4, 2026 
Monday, 12 October - Wednesday, 16 December 2026 

Labour Day - Monday, 26 October 
Mid-Term Break - Friday, 13 November 

 

Helping Hands are leading another magical MPS stall at 

the Ellerslie Fairy and Pirate Festival this September! Our 

unique stall was a hit last year - we got great feedback, 

stood out in the crowd, and connected with local 

families while clearing up a few myths (we’re not private 

or full!). This year, we’re back with a lucky dip and a 

table full of festival-inspired goodies - perfect for little 

ones with a few coins while we chat to their grown-ups. 

We’re on the lookout for festival-themed donations - 

think wooden swords, crowns, eye patches, ladybird 

rings, fairy doors, wands, tiny wooden boats, and 

headscarves. If you’re a crafter, we’d love your creations 

- and if you can make more than a few, we’re happy to 

cover material costs. 

We know the fair is fast approaching and everyone’s 

busy, so we’re not asking for boxes of stock - our aim is 

around 200 items total. A handful from a few people, 

plus a few more from our super-crafters, will set us up 

beautifully. 

Got something to offer or keen to help? Please email 

reneecoulter@gmail.com. 

COMMUNITY NOTICEBOARD 
Looking to support trades and services within our school 

community? Click here for the Community Skill Share list.  

• Are you looking for a rural lifestyle in Mt Wellington? A 

furnished room is available for someone wanting to join 

our haven. To share with a quiet and respectful male 

flatmate, Our little oasis is filled with fruit trees, veggie 

patches overlooking the estuary with friendly roaming 

chickens.  There is also a good natured dog and a cat 

living on the property. Contact Nad 021 02401291.  

• Looking for a single studio or bedroom with an ensuite 

somewhere close to Michael Park School. Thank you! 

Tina tina.chen96@yahoo.com 0288 522 6572  

Contact the editor, Dana Marcroft at fridayflyer@michaelpark.school.nz   

Guideline 150 characters maximum please. Deadline midday Thursday. 
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We’re introducing a range of quality school clothing featuring our school logo. In the coming weeks you’ll see a number of 
staff modelling these. This is a great opportunity for our tamariki and whānau to show pride in our amazing school 
community, stay warm through the cooler months, and help preserve everyday clothes from wear and tear. 

If you're interested, we have sample items available in the school office for sizing. Ordering is simple and can be done by 
following the attached flowchart. Website for ordering - https://funto.co.nz/ 

https://funto.co.nz/
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