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fruitful experience at Michael Park! We love your school, the 
people and the atmosphere, thank you a lot to the teachers and 
students, and beautiful Chinese song performance. That was 
unbelievable!  
Thanks a lot the open heart of your school, we were all 
delighted by the passion and warmth of everyone, our hearts 
were full from it ….  “   (The Chinese song was performed by 
Class 1).  

By the time you have read this, 36 students from classes 10, 11 
& 12 and 2 teachers will no doubt be sound asleep after the 
epic 24-hour Art-a-Thon that started 11am yesterday and 
finished 11am this morning. Before they went home for a well-
earned rest, there was a high school assembly where they 
showcased the pieces that were produced during that time. 
Final pieces will be shown as part of our kura and kindergarten 
art exhibition next week.  

Finally, it is with sadness to let you know that I reluctantly 
accepted Eileen Boland’s resignation earlier in the week. Eileen 
has been part of our kura since 2011. During that time Eileen 
has been our lower school eurythmy teacher before 
transitioning into her role as our curative eurythmist, where she 
has supported and helped a large number of our tamariki in the 
kindergarten and lower school. We are going to miss Eileen and 
we can’t thank her enough for the purposeful mahi that she has 
done for our tamariki.  

I am looking forward to attending our own music performance 
tonight. A wonderful way to finish off the week and start the 
weekend.  

Mauri tu, mauri ora,  
Desmond Pemerika  

Tumuaki   

 

 

 

ADVERTISING OUR FAIR  
Can you help deliver the Fair flyers in 
your local area?  Please collect flyers 
from reception and tell us which 
streets you can deliver to. 

Any questions, please contact 
fairadmin@michaelpark.school.nz 

Ka pū te ruha, ka hao te rangatahi - When the old net is 
moved aside, the new net goes fishing.   

Taupiri mai anoo e te Kuiini hou ki too iwi.   
Te Arikinui Kuini Nga wai hono i te po.   

He Piko, He Taniwha, He Piko, He Taniwha.   
Waikato Taniwharau.   

Paimaarire  

Kia ora whānau, 

What a wonderful gift we witnessed this 
week where 35 of our music students 
from class 1 to class 12 attended a 
workshop with the visiting orchestra 
students from Melbourne’s Little Yarra 
School. We were then treated to a concert after lunch to watch 
the collaborative pieces that our students had been working on, 
followed afterwards with Little Yarra’s concert performance to 
the school and whānau. It was a wonderful opportunity for our 
students, something that they will remember for a long time.  

The week before last, we also hosted another Waldorf school 
from Shanghai where 11 staff and 16 students from class 5 to 
class 8 visited our kura. Their principal, Yiqing Zhang, who was 
part of the group, sent an email the other day and I would like 
to share some of what he says:  

“Dear Desmond,  
Thank you so much for the welcoming, we had a really rich and  
 

Click here to view the full calendar online 

TONIGHT  Music & Dance Concert 

Saturday 14 September  E-waste drop off day 

Saturday 14 September  Garden working bee 

14-21 September  Te Wiki o te Reo Māori 

Tuesday 17 September  Class 11 Parent Meeting 6.30 

Tuesday 17 September  Class 12 Parent Meeting 6.30 

Weds 18 September  C11 Fundraiser - Forensic 
Science Talk, 7pm, Auditorium 

18-20 September  Whole School Arts & Crafts 
Exhibition 

Friday 20 September  Cultural Festival 1.10pm 

Sunday 22 September 
POSTPONED 

 Class 5 Movie Fundraiser 

Refunds will be given to those   
who already purchased tickets 

mailto:fairadmin@michaelpark.school.nz
https://michaelpark.school.nz/calendar/


BICYCLES AND WHEELS 

A reminder that the riding of bicycles, scooters, rollerblades 
and skateboards is prohibited in the school grounds during 
school hours and at drop-off and pickup time, i.e., between 
8am and 3.30pm. This includes school events outside of normal 
hours. Bicycles are to be kept on the bike racks. 

 

 

Class 12 warmly invite the Michael Park community to the 
presentation evening of their Independent Projects. The 
evening will be a showcase of the magnificent and imaginative 
journeys of our talented students. 

Event Details: 
• Dates: Tuesday, 24th and Wednesday, 25th September 
• Time: Presentations to start at 6:00 PM 

• Location: Auditorium 

The Auditorium foyer will be open from 5:30 PM to view the 
students’ displays and to enjoy some light refreshments 
(fundraising event for the Class 12 Camp) as you explore their 
innovative projects. The evening will highlight a range of 
exciting and diverse independent projects, reflecting the 
dedication and ingenuity of our Class 12 students. 

Please help us celebrate our students’ achievements. 

Organised by the Parent Action Group 

If you would like to lend a hand, please join us with your 
gardening gloves every 2nd Saturday of the month to make 
our school’s vege gardens look great! 

Saturday 14th of September 

(weather permitÝng) 
10am-12pm  

Drop in any time! 
For more questions txt  
Nina on 021 208 6206 

The Dhal Wala will be making delicious homemade dhal 
with rice for $5 a bowl. For a warm bowl of yummy,  
      please bring cash & your appetite this  
        Monday and Wednesday.  

        All ingredients are vegan, gluten & 
        dairy free & 100% fabulously made! 
 

   Please fill out the contact form here if 
 you’d like to pre-order for Monday or Wednesday. 

https://michaelpark.school.nz/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/Concert-Sign-Up-Sheet-13-Sept-2024.pdf
https://theodoresanjay.wixsite.com/dhal-wala


 

Fairy Festival & Pirate Party 
A big thanks to the Parent Action Group for representing MPS 
at the Ellerslie Fairy Festival and Pirate Party!  

It was great to have such a strong presence in our local 
community, and to get interest in our school and the upcoming 
fair. Our popular stall filled with handmade Snapdragon type 
crafts gave both adults and children a magical shopping 
experience and a small taste of our 
unique and amazing school.  

Also a big thank you to Isla (Class 5) 
and Matilda (Class 1) for a stunning 
performance in the festival parade, 
and to the MPS community who 
popped by the stall to say hello! 

 FRIDAY, 20TH SEPTEMBER 

MPS kindly invites you to celebrate our cultural diversity 
with a concert in the auditorium. The concert will feature 
songs sung in different languages from around the world.  

Whānau are very welcome to attend. The concert begins 
at 1.10pm*, and we ask that you please be seated in the 
auditorium by 1pm.  
*Please note this is an earlier start time than what was 
previously advertised on the Whiria te Tāngata poster. 

Lower/middle school will finish a little later (at 2.30pm) on 
the day. We kindly invite children (and parents attending) 
to wear their national costumes.  

We’re again running an international lunch bar to celebrate 
foods from all the cultures represented at our school, all 
proceeds of which go to our sponsored student in the 
Himalayas. We welcome all donations of pre-portioned finger 
food that can be easily served on napkins. Please, drop this 
off early in the morning.  

Thank you for your support in celebrating cultural 
diversity in our community.  

Kind regards,  
Lower School Teachers  

‘RAISING RESILIENT KIDS’ WORKSHOP 

Thank you to all those who attended the 
parenting talk by Adrienne Wood on 
Tuesday night. We raised $1500 which will 
go towards the new playground. Thank you 
for spreading the word and inviting other 
friends to come along too. There was great energy and 
connection, and we've had lots of good feedback about how 
helpful the content was so this is really positive.  

If you weren't able to attend, or you're interested in learning 
more, the Neufeld Institute website is full of great resources 
and courses. Follow this link for some excellent free 
resources.   

https://neufeldinstitute.org/resources/free/ 

https://neufeldinstitute.org/resources/free/


TE AO MĀORI 
A space dedicated to promoting te reo me ōna tikanga Māori    

 

 

Te Wiki o te Reo Māori  
Te Reo Club special event 

All students, staff and whānau are invited to join 
our Te Reo Club for a kēmu of te reo bingo and a 
shared kai to celebrate Te Wiki o te Reo Māori.  

Wenerei 18 Hepetema  
12.40pm start at the whare pukapuka 

Please bring a plate of kai to share and sign in at 
the ofÏce on your way up to the library.  

 

 

REFUGEE STUDENTS VISIT MPS 

A few weeks ago, Michael Park had the pleasure of welcoming 
secondary students from the Mangere Refugee Resettlement 
Centre. We had the opportunity of meeting students from 
countries like South Africa, Afghanistan and Colombia where we 
were able to absorb the essence of their rich culture and 
language.  

We started the day with a warm welcome and introductory 
session of ice-breaker games to get to know each other, before 
splitÝng off in groups. Workshops were organized consisting of 
ceramics and felting, and, for some of the students, it was their 
first time ever using these materials. “I really enjoyed my day. It 
was a once in a lifetime opportunity, being able to work with 
clay” - Anonymous.  

The day finished off with a friendly sports competition with 
class 9. As a school, we were happy to provide our guests with 
their first school experience in NZ. We made many new 
friendships, and the day was full of learning, understanding and 
growth for everyone involved. 

- Sienna and Karla, Class 12 

 

 

 



Thank you so much, everyone, for voting for Murphy.  
Our favourite class dog got 2nd place in the People’s 
Choice Award - 2nd place out of nearly 400! Everybody 
was so pleased. We can’t believe how many people spread 
the word and how many people voted. We are all very 
thankful for everybody who supported Murphy.    - Class 5 

Huge thanks to Mr. Overton and to the Level 2 P.E. students for 
organising the Middle School Sports Tournament last Friday. 

1st    Magnolia  

2nd    Kowhai 
3rd    Jacaranda 

4th    Maple 



survival (between the eurythmy room and handwork room), 
the garden outside the tech block and IT room, and many other 
areas in the school. Her work ethic and strength were evident 
when she built a bridge in Treeland, spending many hours with 
the children moving huge rocks from the sports field to 
Treeland. She also spent a lot of time investigating which trees 
and plants would be suitable for different areas of the school. 
Lyndle developed the school gardens so that they could be low 
maintenance. 

She was also a gifted artist and was responsible for the 
beautiful portrait of Hannelore Henning that graces the library.  
Lyndle’s garden designs could have been framed, they were so 
good.  

I will miss Lyndle very much; she was a very humble person and 
was always available to help me in the school. 

Chris Farley 

MPS Caretaker  

IN MEMORY OF 

LYNDLE MCILVEEN 

1955 - 2024 

I first met Lyndle through the 
North Shore Steiner 
Kindergarten initiative in late 
1992, when she welcomed a 
group of mums and children into 
her home for a playgroup. 

Lyndle has been part of Michael Park School since her 
childhood. Lyndle’s mother was an anthroposophist, and her 
family were part of the pioneering group who founded MPS. As 
a teenager, Lyndle was kept busy creating signage for school 
fairs and any fundraising activities.  

Lyndle’s three boys were students at MPS. For years Lyndle 
served as class parent, organising phone trees, class camps, 
trips and fundraising and working on High School plays. Lyndle 
built many games for the school Fair, 
created the clucky hen, knights challenge 
and others.   

Whenever I’ve visited MPS, I’ve seen the 
subtle signs of gifts in the beauty of the 
gardens she established. 

Lyndle lived a life overflowing with 
generosity in so many ways - a true life 
of service for family, friends and the MPS 
community. 

Lyndle gave most of her life’s purpose to 
Michael Park School, always with a 
heartseed of anthroposophy at the core 
of all she offered and the nurturing of 
the children her main purpose. 

Fiona Hailstone 

Past MPS Parent 

 

 

I first met Lyndle when I came to work at MPS in 
2008; she was mowing lawns and then moved on to 
gardening in the school. 

Her landscaping skills and knowledge of Biodynamics 
amazed me. Lyndle loved teaching Biodynamics (a 
system of horticulture involving an holistic approach 
to organic gardening) to the children at MPS. Lyndle 
managed the curriculum gardens along with the help 
of students. She grew lettuces for the Fair Vege Café, 
which saved the school a lot of money. Lyndle spent 
hours planning and illustrating/designing the gardens 
around the school. The areas that she designed were 
Treeland (outside the biology room), trees for 



TERM 1, 2025 

Monday, 3 February - Friday, 11 April 2025 

(Last day for students is Wednesday, 9 April) 

Waitangi Day - Tuesday, 6 February 

Teacher Only Day - Thursday, 10 April 
Teacher Only Day - Friday, 11 April 

** Easter is during school holidays - Friday, 18 April,  
Monday, 21 April, Tuesday, 22 April ** 

** ANZAC Day is during school holidays - Thurs 25th April ** 

 

TERM 2, 2025 

Monday, 28 April - Friday, 27 June 2025 

King’s Birthday - Monday, 2 June 

Matariki - Friday, 20 June 

 

TERM 3, 2025 

Monday, 14 July - Friday, 19 September 2025 

Teacher Only Day (Lower School Parent/Teacher  
Conferences) - Tuesday, 22 July 

Mid-Term Break - Date TBC 

 

TERM 4, 2025 

Monday, 6 October - Wednesday, 17 December 2025 

Labour Day - Monday, 27 October 

Fair - Saturday 8 November 
Mid-Term Break - Friday, 14 November 

mailto:danam@michaelpark.school.nz
mailto:brian@clevernz.com


Movie - Animals Are Beautiful People  

22nd September, 1pm, MPS Auditorium  

Tickets cost $8/person.  
Kinga Csizmadia   03 0156 0860541 00    Reference - your name 

We will have snacks and drinks for cash sale.  
Suitable for younger siblings Prize for best costume 

kinga0112@gmail.com if you have questions.  

mailto:kinga0112@gmail.com
mailto:kinga0112@gmail.com
https://www.iticket.co.nz/events/2024/sep/ruben-miller-the-forensic-scientist-scratching-the-surface-of-csi
https://www.instagram.com/hope4refugeesmps/


http://www.echotech.co.nz/
http://www.echotech.co.nz/


 

October Craft  

Holiday Program  
with Michelle Mullany  

Wednesday 2nd, Thursday 3rd October 

Wednesday 9th, Thursday 10th October 

 9am-3pm  

MPS Kitchen 

Class 1-5 Tamariki (Ages 6-11)   

Crafts galore and cooking/baking!   

$80 for 1x day 

$75 per day for 2, 3 or 4 days 
 

Limited spaces available.  

Book now to secure your space.  

michellemullany@gmail.com  

022 127 6551 

mailto:michellem@michaelpark.school.nz
mailto:samthetrapman@gmail.com
mailto:hello@diannabrinsden.co.nz
mailto:michellemullany@gmail.com


Naturopathic consultations available     
on Mondays & Thursdays via the       
PAUA clinic in Ellerslie, Auckland.    

I am Charlotte, a student naturopath in my final 
clinical year of my degree at South Pacific College of 
Natural Medicine. 
This is an opportunity to see me in the student clinic at a heavily discounted 
price. I have a special interest in digestive concerns, depleted immune systems, 
skin & hormonal health, along with the nervous system;  supporting stress 
resilience, poor sleep, anxiety & low mood - though my skillset is not limited to 
this. 

CONSULTATION PROCESS 

Initial consultation 90min: Comprehensive analysis of your current health & 
symptoms, diet & lifestyle, health history, and any relevant blood work.  
Health plan presentation 30-60min: Individualised treatment plan specific to 
your health needs and wellness goals. 

Follow-ups 30-60min: Regular check-ins every two to four weeks, depending 
on your specific needs, to monitor progress and adjust treatment if necessary. 

INVESTMENT 

• Initial consultation waged: $50 

• Initial consultation children (6-18 years), 
unwaged, community service card holders & 
students: $20 

• Follow-ups: $20 

• Children under 6 & seniors over 65 years: Free 

CONTACT 

Instagram: @body_in__essence 

E: charlotte.rudd@spcnmstudent.ac.nz 

https://www.aucklandlive.co.nz/news/matilda-announces-brand-new-auckland-season
https://www.trademe.co.nz/a/property/residential/sale/auckland/auckland-city/ellerslie/listing/4896817758
mailto:totaraparkpc@yahoo.com
https://www.instagram.com/body_in__essence/
mailto:charlotte.rudd@spcnmstudent.ac.nz


http://www.thefootballgirls.co.nz/
http://www.aucklandnetball.co.nz/
https://eliettesmusicacademy.com/
https://www.pform.nz/auckland/holiday-programme
https://villagesquare.org.nz/school-holidays


https://scratchpad.co.nz/after-school-coding-programmes/school-holiday-programme/
https://www.bricks4kidz.co.nz/auckland-central-east/holiday-programme/
https://www.bizzybodz.co.nz/easternbaysholidays
https://www.parnelllawntennisclub.co.nz/coaching/junior-coaching



