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MICHAEL PARK SCHOOL BOARD  
Casual vacancy for a parent representative 

A casual vacancy has occurred on the school board for an 

elected parent representative. The board has decided to fill the 

vacancy by selection. 

If 10% or more of eligible voters on the school roll ask the 

board, within 28 days of this notice being published, to hold a 

by-election to fill the vacancy, then a by-election will be held. 

Request for a by-election should be sent to: 

Natasha Newton - Presiding Member 

Michael Park School Board 

55 Amy Street 

Ellerslie 1051 

P.O. Box 11224 

Ellerslie 1542 

BOT@michaelpark.school.nz 

by: 29th March 2024 

Kia ora whānau,  

As we are now well into the first term, 

our focus still remains on quality 

teaching and supportive learning to 

engage every student throughout our 

kura.  

Our strategic plan outlining our direction for the next 3 years is 

available to view online: michaelpark.school.nz/2024-2027-MPS

-Strategic-Plan. Our strategic plan 2024-2027 came out of the 

collaborative workshops, consultation, online feedback and 

whānau hui carried out last year. Your voice provided the 

content to determine our focus, our direction and what we 

hope to see by 2027. Five strategic priorities and 17 strategic 

projects are the key indicators that our board established from 

all of the feedback that was submitted. Six strategic projects 

will be starting this year. This is also available to view: 

michaelpark.school.nz/Strategic-Priority-Projects-2024. 

The next 3 years we will be journeying together, advancing our 

kura as a Rudolf Steiner school in Aotearoa, New Zealand and 

determining what that looks like in Tamaki Makaurau in this 

present time and place.   

Ngā mihi nui ano whānau for all of your input and also to our 

Board for putting this together. 

Have a wonderful weekend. 

GO THE BLUES 

GO THE BLACK CAPS 

GO THE BREAKERS 

Mauri tu, Mauri ora, 

Desmond Pemerika 

Tumuaki 

COMING EVENTS 
Click here to view the full calendar online 

Saturday 2 March  Storytelling Workshop 

Friday 8 March  Class 5 Lunch Bar Fundraiser 

Thursday 14 March  Class Photos 

Friday 15 March  Athletics Day for Classes 5-12 

MPS strategic & annual plans can be found on our website: 

michaelpark.school.nz/annual-plan/ 
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https://michaelpark.school.nz/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/2024-2027-MPS-Strategic-Plan-Final.pdf
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https://michaelpark.school.nz/calendar/
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TERM DATES – A CHANGE 

Please note, we have adjusted the Mid Term Break for Term 3 to 

accommodate the NIWA Auckland Science Fair, which is being 

hosted at Michael Park School. 

Previous date - Friday 23rd August 

New date - Friday 30th August 

This change has been reflected in our website term dates here, 

and our website calendar here. 

 

Leon Kment (Class 12) competed at the Jiu-Jitsu Summer Slam 

Competition last weekend and managed to take home a silver 

medal in the adult GI category, despite fighting much older 

competitors. Outstanding! 

OFFER: FREE GERMAN COURSE 

Kia Ora, 

My name is Anna-Maria, I am 20 years old, I come from 

Germany and I am doing part of my voluntary social service 

year at Michael Park School until July. While I am here, I would 

like to offer free German courses. 

German course: Every Tuesday from 3:15 pm to 4:15 pm, 

beginning 12 March 2024 

My contact details: 

email: annamariastoeckle@gmx.de 

I am very much looking forward to hearing from you! 

FLUTE, CLARINET AND SAXOPHONE 

MPS is offering private lessons in flute, clarinet and saxophone. 

If your child is interested in taking lessons on one of these 

instruments please contact Amanda Lawrence 

amandal@michaelpark.school.nz  

The following is some info about the teacher: 

“Jong-Yun J.Y Lee is a saxophonist & flautist based in Tāmaki 

Makaurau/Auckland, New Zealand. He’s currently involved in a 

variety of musical projects such as jazz rap group 'Avantdale 

Bowling Club', kiwi music icon 'Sir Dave Dobbyn', progressive 

electronic hip hop band 'Yoko-Zuna', Persian-Kiwi rapper 'CHAII', 

and spiritual jazz group 'The Circling Sun'. With these groups 

he's performed at major festivals across NZ and Australia.” 
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TE AO MĀORI 

Ko te aha tēnei rā? – What day is it today? 

Troy Gardiner, te reo Māori teacher at Taikura Rudolf Steiner 

School has kindly shared this kōrero with us:  

 

It has become a common practice for our kaiako to write the 

date in te reo Māori on the board.  When I used to write the 

date, I utilised the kupu for the days of the week that Te Taura 

Whiri i te Reo (The Māori Language Commission) created.  These 

kupu for the days of the week reference aspects of te ao Māori:  

Rāhina (Monday), refers to the moon, Ratū (Tuesday), refers to 

Tū, the God of war and by some distant association goes back to 

the planet Mars.  These kupu Māori have their origins in the 

Roman narratives that stand behind the days of the week as we 

know them.   

 

Over time, after listening and following the kōrero of people like 

Doctor Rangi Mātāmua, who talk about time from a te ao Māori 

perspective, the way I write the date has changed.  I have shared 

a link to the podcast, Everyday Māori, which explains this well. 

Everyday Māori Podcast - 33. Ko te aha tēnei rā? (What day is 

it?) | Free Listening on Podbean App Now, when I write the date 

on the board, I use the kupu mino, or loan words, that sound like 

their English counterparts.  I also use the transliterations for the 

months, instead of the periods of time taken from the 

Maramataka (the Māori lunar calendar).  The maramataka is 

about what is happening within the environment, the phases of 

the moon, and has a very specific time allocation that does not 

correlate with the English months of the year. 

 

I have been teaching  the first waiata from this Youtube clip to 

our tamariki, that support their learning of ‘Ngā rā o te wiki The 

days of the week Waiata (youtube.com). 

Whakarongo mai!  

 

Kia pai te wiki…have a good week!  

Nā, Matua Troy, Taikura Rudolf Steiner School 

 
Days of the week using kupu mino 
 

Mane 
Tūrei 
Wenerei 
Tāite 
Paraire 
Hātarei 
Hanarei 
 
Rerenga kōrero o te wiki - phrase of the week 
 

Ko te aha tēnei rā? Ko te Paraire tēnei rā. 

 

COMMUNITY NOTICEBOARD 

• Needed to rent - MPS teacher seeking 2 bedroom 

home to rent. Close to school is great, but anything 

considered! Mary Chun maryc@michaelpark.school.nz 

• Excellent reliable cleaner available - Mt Wellington 

and Ellerslie Area. Must supply own contact cleaning 

products. References available. Contact: 

melissapene88@gmail.com 

Point England Reserve Sunday 24th March 2024.  
 

Enter NOW and don't forget to add your child to the 

Michael Park School group for a chance to win fantastic 

prizes for our school!  

Contact the editor, Dana Marcroft at fridayflyer@michaelpark.school.nz   

Guideline 150 characters maximum please. Deadline midday Thursday. 

Graphic advertisements to be formatted to fit A6 portrait (¼ page). 

Whole page ads are not accepted for non school-related activities. Ads may 
be published a maximum of twice per term, at the editor’s discretion. 
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc9FRlQHS7t18AilvDk2lEzQ8OcdyzL_LzROFAIe-9neQNIAg/viewform
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