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appreciation to our master carver, Harry Wikaira for the 

wonderful taonga that he has made for our school. 

Thank you to our whānau who attended our workshops and 

provided feedback online to assist with our strategic plan. We 

also sought feedback about our health curriculum statement 

and I would like to thank parents who provided feedback for 

that as well.  I am happy to announce that your responses, 

discussions and comments have helped in the development of a 

strategic plan that will influence the direction of our kura for 

the next four years. Our focus and our direction identifying our 

strategic priorities can be found in this flyer, and more 

information about the projects will be shared at the start of 

2024.  Additionally, the responses received about the health 

curriculum statement identified a strong consensus of approval 

with the content as well as highlighting common themes for the 

school to follow up or provide additional information for 

further clarity. This is also being shared in this flyer.   

To whānau who are leaving our school at the end of the year, 

we wish you all the very best at your new school and new 

beginnings that the new year may bring. 

Wishing you all a safe and refreshing summer break with 

whānau and friends, and looking forward to an exciting 2024. 

He mihi aroha nunui, he mihi mutunga kore. Noho ora mai rā, 

manuia. 

Arohanui, 

Desmond Pemerika 

Tumuaki 

Kia ora whānau, 

Nei rā te mihi maioha ki a koutou mō ngā 

mahi kua mahia ki roto ki te tau nei hai 

hāpai i te kaupapa i konei i tō tatou kura. 

Thank you, whānau, for everything that 

you have done to support your tamariki and all our kaupapa 

here at the kura. It’s been another big year, and we could not 

have done it all without you. 

Tuesday was a special day for our school with the blessing and 

unveiling of our waharoa. The name of our waharoa is “Hikoia 

te hikoi” – walk the walk.  Moving forward, hiokia te hikoi, walk 

the walk is going to be a relevant term to follow with the work 

that we will be embarking on next year. Deepest gratitude and 

COMING EVENTS 
Click here to view the full calendar online 

Friday 15 December  Last day for Lower School & 
Kindy - 12pm finish 

Tuesday 30 January  First day of Term 1, 2024 

Monday 5 February  Teacher Only Day 

Tuesday 6 February  Waitangi Day 

LAST DAY OF TERM 4 TODAY 

12pm finish for Kindy & Lower School 

https://michaelpark.school.nz/calendar/


LIBRARY NEWS 

It has been a fun year in the library, with lots of students using 

the library at lunchtimes and record numbers of books being 

issued – one student read their way through 131 school library 

books in 2023!  

A huge thank you to everyone who has added to our library 

community this year, it has been great to see the library being 

used by so many and we look forward to finding even more 

ways to invite you all in during 2024.  

A special thank you to our student librarians; to those 22 

students who completed the programme and celebrated at our 

end-of-year lunch and also to those who contributed at 

different stages during the year but were not able to complete 

the programme.  The help from every single one of you was 

appreciated, whether it was creating a book club, designing 

book posters and bookmarks, shelving books, or helping other 

students. 

Thank you to Alice Newman who has been volunteering in the 

library this term, I have been really grateful for your help. Also, 

thanks to those families who have donated books to the library, 

we appreciate your generosity. 

Please note: this year, once we 

had gathered back all overdue 

books, we have allowed 

students to issue books for the 

summer holiday, so they may 

come home with books this 

week.  

Wishing you all a happy 

holiday season. 

Kura Rutherford 

School librarian 

COMMUNITY NOTICEBOARD 

• Seeking rental property - We are a Steiner family of 3, 

looking for a long term rental property within walking 

distance from Michael Park School.  We would like a 3 

or 4 bedroom home. If you can help, please contact 

Sonja on 021 107 1238. 

Contact the editor, Dana Marcroft at fridayflyer@michaelpark.school.nz   

Guideline 150 characters maximum please. Deadline Thursday lunchtime. 

Graphic advertisements to be formatted to fit A6 portrait (¼ page). 

Whole page ads are not accepted for non school-related activities. Ads may 
be published a maximum of twice per term, at the editor’s discretion. 

NEW KINDY HOURS 
The Kindergarten is pleased to announce its new hours 

for 2024:  

Monday to Thursday  8.30 to 2.45  
Friday    8.30 to 2.00 

 

We are enrolling now for 2024 and 

have space available.  

Phone the kindergarten on              

525 8996 for more information.  

 

TE AO MĀORI 
A space dedicated to promoting te reo me ōna tikanga Māori    

This week in our Te Ao Māori section we would like to pay 

tribute to Val Maioha, a former te reo Māori and class teacher at 

Taikura Rudolf Steiner School, who passed away late last month. 

Val was a teacher from the 1970s and was a highly valued school 

kaumatua in his later years. Val’s gifts and his deep connection 

to both anthroposophy and te ao Māori meant he was able to 

provide extraordinary wisdom and guidance to the development 

of Waldorf education in Aotearoa. 

Though many of the Michael Park community may have never 

met Val, his work has in fact been a part of our school, in many 

of the Māori translations of the school verses (such as the high 

school and lower school verses, morning verses and the 

anthroposophical verses said at staff and nationwide hui), and all 

of us have also benefited from his early and enduring vision to 

strengthen the relationship between te ao Māori and the 

Waldorf curriculum. He will be dearly missed within the Steiner 

Schools community throughout Aotearoa, but it is comforting to 

know that his contribution will continue to be an intrinsic part of 

our education, through his mahi, words and his vision. 

 

Nō reira e te kāhu kōrako 

i wehe atu ki te pō 

ki tō moenga roa 

e moe, e moe, e moe!  

mailto:fridayflyer@michaelpark.school.nz


 

HEALTH CURRICULUM STATEMENT OF INTENT FOR MICHAEL PARK SCHOOL - SUMMARY OF THE RESPONSES  

Thank you everyone for your valuable feedback. The Board read and analysed all of the survey responses. The feedback was mostly 

positive for the curriculum and the statement was well supported. 106 responses were provided by whanau. Five main themes came 

through: 

1. 64% of the responses were supportive of the statement of intent and how our health curriculum is delivered throughout the school. 

2. 12% were concerned about the damaging effects of inappropriate online content and inquired about the possibility of being able to 

address the issue earlier in the middle school, to protect students from harm and highlight the fictional content being shown online. 

3. 10% of the responses proposed that puberty conversations could be carried out earlier in the middle school  

4. 8% related to concerns about social activism from MoE in the health curriculum area 

5. Bullying, specifically about the disrespectful behaviour towards girls was mentioned in a number of responses. It was noted that this 

seemed to be a localised problem within a particular class and this has been followed up by the school. 

Next year we will be exploring options of inviting speakers for parent evenings and student, and age-appropriate external organisations to 

help support teaches, whanau and students with the common themes identified. More information of how this will be carried out will be 

shared from next term. Thank you again for your feedback. 
 

HEALTH CURRICULUM STATEMENT OF INTENT  
Our health curriculum delivery will recognise and value every child and young person, allowing space for their development to unfold in 

an unhurried and authentic way, in keeping with our Steiner special character, free from harmful stereotyping, discrimination and 

ideology. Our health curriculum gives every child and young person opportunities to develop their critical thinking, attitudes and the 

values they need to make informed decisions about their health and well-being. They also learn that wellbeing is a combination of the 

physical, mental and emotional and spiritual aspects of people’s lives. Our school community is rich in cultural, social and religious 

diversity; therefore, it is vital that our health curriculum does not promote ideological perspectives that may alienate parents and whanau 

and undermine the wellbeing of our children and community. Instead, delivery of our health curriculum will be based on scientific 

knowledge and factual information that empowers our young people to understand and care for themselves and others, supporting 

wellbeing and human flourishing. 



  
The Umere crescent entrance to our school now has a new threshold made by students during craft week. 

Five wooden carved poles stand tall, merging with the natural context and representing the four 

elements.  Eighty students from classes 7 to 9 spent the last week of school fully engaged in the workshop of 

their choice during Craft Week, which included silver jewellery, cooking, film photography, wood carving, 

knife making, Māori games and ceramics. 

We hope our students have enjoyed themselves and we are proud to facilitate this space of growth in a 

vibrant, social environment for them. The simple act of transforming matter with dedication and devotion engages not only the will, but 

our inner emotions and our higher thinking capacities. It is the maker that is transformed in the process.  

This year, we included a social service component in some of the workshops, like wood carving and cooking. The cooking students made 

some delicious items which they sold at a lunch bar. They raised over $800 which will be donated to those who need it over this festive 

season.  

Thank you to all those who supported this event.                                                               - Luis Bernal, HOD Technology Hard Materials & Craft 



Reflections from Class 3 Camp 
On Thursday afternoon, 23 November, we had our class camp on the big field in school.  First, we set up our tents and then we got our 
sleeping bags and backpacks from the classroom and put them in our tents. After that, we just ran around the tents playing tag and 
wrestling.  At around 6:30 pm we made dinner.  It was a delicious vegetable soup made with lentils, carrots, potatoes, onion, and kumara. 
After dinner, we roasted yummy S’mores around the fire.  Then we got our sleeping bags, and Cathy told a story while we drank hot 
chocolate. Then it was time for bed and the lights out.  It was a very rough night.  In the morning, we made delicious pancakes for 
breakfast. Then we went to Cornwall Park where we got picked up by our parents.   - Wolf. 

Last Thursday, November 26, 2023, Rex, Ray, and I had a camp at school.  
We loved the camp.  I loved eating pancakes for breakfast.  Then the class 
walked to Cornwall Park.  It was tiring.  When we got there I was very proud 
of myself.   - Amu 

On Thursday, I had a normal school day except after 3pm.  I stayed to have 
my first camp.  My class and I went to the field to set up the tents in a circle 
and then we had free play. Later we made horrible vegetable soup and ate 
it with bread on the side.  I only ate bread and butter because I don’t like 
vegetable soup.   - Zaira  

After dinner, Mickey and I had a wrestling match.  I won the match and then 
we made s’mores and hot chocolate just before we went to bed.   - Max  

We had sweet pancakes for breakfast, vegetable soup for dinner, and tasty 
s’mores afterward.   - Theo  

On Thursday, my class and I had our first class camp.  Everyone was super excited.  We were to sleep on the field in little tents that could 
hold up to no more than three people and no less than two.   - Simone 

We made vegetable soup for dinner and then sat around a fire drinking hot 
chocolate, and Cathy told us a story.  The next day we went to Cornwall Park and 
visited Acacia Cottage. Later, my mum picked me up from the car park.  It was 
really fun, and I want to do it again.   - Misha 

I had my school camp out on the school fields. First, I put up the tent with Trang 
and Rhea.  We put the things we needed into the tent and then we had a little 
play.  Then, Mrs. Dixon and Mr. Bernal called Class 3 and said we were going to 
make dinner.  We all came running - and made vegetable soup.   - Indiana 

After breakfast, we walked for 45 minutes to Cornwall Park.  When we got there, 
we looked around Acacia Cottage.  Then we took a quick look around the museum 
before walking down to the rotunda where our parents picked us up. I think it was 
the best day of my life and I wish we could do it every day.   - Penelope 

The next morning, we made pancakes for breakfast and then we walked to 
Cornwall Park.  The best part was making the tents.   - Ray & Rex 

My favourite part of class camp was the cooking, setting up the tents and the hot chips we had at the end of the walk.  I wanted to stay 
two more nights.   - Riley 

The next day we walked to Cornwall Park.  We climbed trees and visited Acacia Cottage.  We also went to the museum. Then I went 
home.  I could have camped for ten days.   - Mika 

As soon as we finished eating a delicious dinner, Cathy told us a story about a refugee boy.  Then we went to bed.  The next day we went 
on a walk to Cornwall Park which was so much fun.  I so, so, so, wish we could have a school camp every day because it was so much fun.   
- Ainsley 

On Thursday, we had our class camp.  The best thing was roasting 
marshmallows in the fire.   - Mickey 

After we had made our tents, we had to make dinner (soup).  First, we 
needed to cut the vegetables into little pieces.  Then, we had to put 
them in a pot with salt, some sort of stock powder, and water.  After 
all that, we had to mix it well so it became soup.  When dinner was 
ready, we sat in groups at tables and waited our turn to get served 
soup, bread, and butter.  The soup was so good, it tasted like my 
mum’s soup.   - Trang 

First, Mr. Bernal and Dave Le Pelley demonstrated on the field, how to 
set up the tents.  Harry, Ainsley, and I set up our tent.  Then Mr. 
Bernal told the class to go and get our things, put them in our tents, 
wash our hands, and meet up again in the Outdoor Classroom to start 
making dinner.  It was fun.   - Jasmine 



Healing and relaxing massage   

Reestabl ish the harmony in  
your body,  mind and soul  

The perfect  Christmas & New Year ’s gift .  

mailto:michellemullany@gmail.com
mailto:luisbernalt@gmail.com
mailto:david@lepelley.com


https://titirangi.steiner.school.nz/torin-finser/
mailto:eurythmyaotearoa@gmail.com
https://initiatedance.wixsite.com/home/holiday-programme


mailto:hello@diannabrinsden.co.nz
https://www.thechristiancommunity.net/
https://shilohcentre.org.nz/
https://shilohcentre.org.nz/

