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COMMUNITY ADVENT AND CAROLS 
Thursday, 7 December - 5:30pm 

Last year, the Lower School teachers gi昀琀ed the students and 
their whānau with a presenta琀椀on of an adapted version of “The 
Shepherds’ Play”.  In this adapted performance, the whole 
community played a part by joining in and singing some well-
known Christmas carols. 

This year, we hope more members of the community will join 
us in the celebra琀椀on which will begin with a community picnic 
(BYO) at 5:30pm on the middle 昀椀eld, before moving into the 
Auditorium at 6:30pm for the play. 

If you haven’t begun singing or humming along to these 
Christmas tunes, perhaps you’d like to start on these: 

Oh Li琀琀le Town of Bethlehem; Away in a Manger; The First Noël; 
Li琀琀le Drummer Boy; Silent Night; Joy to the World and Ding 
Dong Merrily on High.   

Please come and join us on Thursday, 7 December                       
at 5:30pm (with your picnic basket) or                                         
join us in the Auditorium for the                                                   
play at 6:30pm. 

Blessings to one and all 
Arlene 

 

Kia ora whānau, 

It is hard to believe that we have less than 
three weeks to go un琀椀l the end of the 
school year!  

Class 5 arrived back today from their Olympic camp, and, on 
Wednesday, Class 12 returned from their 昀椀nal camp before 
their prize giving and gradua琀椀on next week. 

Class 4 performed their play “Ronia the Robber’s Daughter” to 
their parents on Tuesday night and to the lower school on 
Wednesday. Last night we had the 昀椀rst evening of 
presenta琀椀ons for the class 9 projects; the 昀椀nal set of 
presenta琀椀ons will be carried out this evening. 

Next week we have a lot on with our high school end of year 
events: Class 12 gradua琀椀on, Prizegiving, Class 12 v sta昀昀 
volleyball match and the start of our C7,8,9 &10 cra昀琀 week. 

Finally, from me - heads up that the last day of school for the 
year is Friday 15 December; on that day school and 
kindergarten will close at 12pm. 

Have a wonderful weekend whānau. 

Heoi anō tāku mō nāianei, 

Desmond Pemerika 

Tumuaki 

COMING EVENTS 

Click here to view the full calendar online 

Thursday 30 November  
& Friday 1 December 

 Class 9 Independent Project 
Presenta琀椀ons - 6pm 

Monday 4 December  Kindergarten Advent Fes琀椀val 

Tuesday 5 December  High School Prizegiving 

Wednesday 6 December  Class 12 Gradua琀椀on 

6-13 December  High School Cra昀琀 Week 

Thursday 7 December  Advent Fes琀椀val & Carols 

Friday 8 December  Snapdragon Christmas Market 

Tuesday 12 December  Waharoa Blessing 

Wednesday 13 December  Last day for Class 8, 9 & 10 

 - 3pm 昀椀nish 

Thursday 14 December  Kindy Farewell 

Friday 15 December  Last day for Lower School & 
Kindy - 12pm 昀椀nish 

Injury Near-Miss Reporting 

h琀琀ps://forms.gle/SUuTyL1EkWodgaAE9 

NEW KINDY HOURS 

The Kindergarten is pleased to announce its new 
hours for 2024:  

Monday to Thursday  8.30 to 2.45  

Friday     8.30 to 2.00 

 

We are enrolling now for 2024 
and have space available.  

Phone the kindergarten on           
525 8996 for more informa琀椀on.  

https://michaelpark.school.nz/calendar/
https://forms.gle/SUuTyL1EkWodgaAE9


WAHAROA UNVEILING 

Open invita琀椀on to our waharoa unveiling & blessing 
ceremony, Tuesday 12 December, 10am  

Our waharoa is nearing comple琀椀on and we are excited to have 
it installed and presented to our community. We are unveiling 
our waharoa at a blessing ceremony on Tuesday 12 December.  

Our master carver Harry Wikaira has thoroughly enjoyed the 
process of crea琀椀ng a taonga for our kura that will enhance our 
auditorium entranceway when it is unveiled. 

We warmly invite our whānau to a琀琀end what will be our last 
school wide event for the year. 

HOSTING HIGH SCHOOL INTERNATIONAL 
WALDORF STUDENTS 

We are currently looking for families who are interested in 
hos琀椀ng interna琀椀onal high school students in 2024. 

We invite expressions of interest from families within our 
school and also families that are part of the wider Michael 
Park School community to host interna琀椀onal High School 
Students seeking a Steiner educa琀椀on. We are seeking families 
who are interested in short-term to long-term stays.   

Hos琀椀ng an interna琀椀onal student provides many bene昀椀ts for 
you and your family; an interna琀椀onal cultural experience, 
expanding your horizons, suppor琀椀ng a young person to learn at 
Michael Park School. If you are interested in 昀椀nding out more 
please contact Brenda Davidson on 
brendad@michaelpark.school.nz for further informa琀椀on. 

 TRANSPORT ASSISTANCE  
ALLOWANCE  

Some students who travel long distances could be eligible for 
Transport Assistance Allowance from Ministry of Educa琀椀on, 
more informa琀椀on available at:  

h琀琀ps://www.educa琀椀on.govt.nz/school/property-and-

transport/transport/sta-eligibility/ 

All applica琀椀ons are done online and all families are welcome to 
look at this and apply online to see if they qualify for this 
allowance.   

If you have any queries please email Brenda Davidson, 
brendad@michaelpark.school.nz  

 

 

 

TE AO MĀORI 
A space dedicated to promo琀椀ng te reo me ōna 琀椀kanga Māori    

Out and about in Tāmaki Makaurau 

Auckland Museum currently has a special exhibi琀椀on Te Rā, 
Naviga琀椀ng Home, where the museum is hos琀椀ng Te Rā, the only 
known customary Māori sail s琀椀ll in existence. The sail is dated to 
be around 200 years old, and this is the 昀椀rst 琀椀me it has returned 
to Aotearoa a昀琀er being held in the Bri琀椀sh Museum for many 
years. Standing at over four metres high, the sail, 昀椀nely woven in 
harakeke and other materials, is a stunning reminder of the rich 
history of Māori sailing and naviga琀椀on. 

Alongside the sail is an exhibi琀椀on, Te Karanga o Te Rā, by Te Rā 
Ringa Raupā, a group of Northland weavers who have worked 
since 2009 to recreate replicas, or younger siblings, of Te Rā; 
Hine Mārama, a small-scale model of the sail, and Māhere T甃Ѐ ki 
te Rangi, a full-size recrea琀椀on. 

For more informa琀椀on 
about the exhibi琀椀ons, 
see the link here. 

In 琀椀me for the return of Te 
Rā, Christchurch Art Gallery 
has also published a 
stunning book about the 
sail, wri琀琀en in verse by 
Ariana Tikao and illustrated 
by Mat Tait.  

 

 

FAIR RESULT 

A huge thank you to you all in the Michael Park School 
Community for your hard work through the year and on Fair 
Day. We made a pro昀椀t of $41,674.99 excl GST. Full fair results 
will be sent to class coordinators. 

We hope you enjoyed the day; our Summer Fair is a well-
known and well-run event, and we have had so much posi琀椀ve 
feedback. Have a great Christmas and New 
year break and we will see you next year.   

Kind regards  
Erin Wilson  

mailto:brendad@michaelpark.school.nz
https://www.education.govt.nz/school/property-and-transport/transport/sta-eligibility/
https://www.education.govt.nz/school/property-and-transport/transport/sta-eligibility/
mailto:brendad@michaelpark.school.nz
https://www.aucklandmuseum.com/visit/exhibitions/te-ra


 

 
 
 

Christmas Kindness 

We are collec琀椀ng fes琀椀ve food and gi昀琀s for the Salva琀椀on Army 
again this year. Over the next few months we will see 
thousands of Kiwis in desperate need. Increased costs of living 
are further stretching families who already have so li琀琀le, 
meaning they don’t have the luxury of par琀椀cipa琀椀ng in fes琀椀vi琀椀es 
like gi昀琀-giving and shared meals this year. 

Can you help with providing items that we can gift them? 

Think fes琀椀ve treats and gi昀琀s for teenagers (body spray, nail 
polish, hair accessories, colouring books, etc.). These should be 
unwrapped. This is the age group that o昀琀en gets overlooked 
and they really struggle with gi昀琀s for them. 

There will be a dona琀椀on box in the school o昀케ce, or you can 
bring your dona琀椀on to the Community Advent & Carols evening 
on 7th December - a lovely way to 昀椀nish the year. 

www.salva琀椀onarmy.org.nz/christmas-appeal/donate-now 

Thank you MPS whānau for bringing hope and joy at Christmas. 
 

Once again MPS is 
collecting donations 
of brand new 
books to gift to kids 

in need this Christmas. Picture books, chapter books, fiction, 
non-fiction - we’d love them all! Even better if we can support 
Kiwi authors and illustrators. 

We have a donation box in the school 
office, or you can bring your donation 
along to the Community Advent & 
Carols evening on 7th December. 

The books will be distributed to families in need through 
various charities, including the families that will be having 
Christmas onsite at the Refugee Resettlement Centre. The 
team of Michael Park Elves worked hard last year to make 
sure that every child got a book delivered to them by sleigh! 

You can also purchase GIFT CARDS through the website 
and donate a book on behalf of someone else. They make 
ideal presents - please do check them out! 

Donations close on Monday, December 11th. 

Thank you for your support! 

COMMUNITY NOTICEBOARD 

• For rent: 4 bed, 2 bath house for long term rent - 
$915pw. Right next to MPS (on Elwood Place). Start 
date for tenancy 17 January. Call 021642645. Trade Me 
lis琀椀ng 4443900640. 

• Appeal for Fair footage - If anyone 
videoed the performance by Merlin 
on Fair day, we would greatly 
appreciate a copy, as it will help 
form Merlin’s assessment for Level 
3 Music. Please contact the school 
o昀케ce if you can help! 

• Babysi琀琀er available - Tabea Trounson. Kia ora! I am a 
25yr old former MPS student looking for casual 
babysi琀�ng jobs in the area, leading up to Christmas. 
Available most evenings and weekends, and poten琀椀ally 
during weekdays (depending on my uni schedule).  I 
have 7+ years of experience in babysi琀�ng and I have 
worked as an au pair in Germany. I am more than happy 
to help out with homework, get the kids outside, take 
the dog for a walk, cook dinner, etc. I have babysat for 
several Michael Park families in the past and I am happy 
to provide references if wanted!  Contact me via text or 
WhatsApp on +642040329328 

• 4 bdrm house for sale - 45B Arthur Street, close to 
MPS. www.barfoot.co.nz/852254  

Contact the editor, Dana Marcro昀琀 at friday昀氀yer@michaelpark.school.nz   
Guideline 150 characters maximum please. Deadline Thursday lunch琀椀me.  

Graphic adver琀椀sements to be forma琀琀ed to 昀椀t A6 portrait (¼ page). 
Whole page ads are not accepted for non school-related ac琀椀vi琀椀es. Ads may 

be published a maximum of twice per term, at the editor’s discre琀椀on. 

Last weekend, Topaz 
Osborne, Class 11, 
danced the role of Ariel 
the mermaid in her 
ballet show, Great 
South Dance Academy’s 
‘Ocean Tails’. 

She was awesome!  

https://www.salvationarmy.org.nz/christmas-appeal/donate-now
https://shop.kiwichristmasbooks.org.nz/
https://www.trademe.co.nz/a/property/residential/rent/auckland/auckland-city/ellerslie/listing/4443900640
https://www.trademe.co.nz/a/property/residential/rent/auckland/auckland-city/ellerslie/listing/4443900640
https://www.barfoot.co.nz/property/residential/auckland-city/ellerslie/house/852254
mailto:fridayflyer@michaelpark.school.nz
http://www.kiwichristmasbooks.org.nz/
http://www.kiwichristmasbooks.org.nz/


TERM 1, 2024 

Tuesday, 30 January - Friday, 12 April 2024 

Auckland Anniversary Day - Monday, 29 January 

Teacher Only Day - Monday, 5 February 

Waitangi Day - Tuesday, 6 February 

Good Friday - Friday, 29 March 

Easter Monday - Monday, 1 April 
Easter Tuesday - Tuesday, 2 April 

 

TERM 2, 2024 

Monday, 29 April - Friday, 5 July 2024 

King’s Birthday - Monday, 3 June 

Matariki - Friday, 28 June 

** ANZAC Day is during school holidays - Thursday 25th April ** 

 

TERM 3, 2024 

Monday, 22 July - Friday, 27 September 2024 

Teacher Only Day (Lower & High School Parent Teacher 
Conferences) - Tuesday, 30 July 

Mid-Term Break - Friday, 23 August 

 

TERM 4, 2024 

Monday, 14 October - Tuesday, 17 December 2024 

Labour Day - Monday, 28 October 

Fair - Saturday 9 November 
Mid-Term Break - Friday, 15 November 

https://www.asbwaterfronttheatre.co.nz/encore-theatre-collective/2023/the-sound-of-music/
https://www.thechristiancommunity.net/


mailto:hello@diannabrinsden.co.nz
https://www.thechoir.co.nz/preschool
https://villagesquare.org.nz/shp-enrol
mailto:eurythmyaotearoa@gmail.com


mailto:susiegay24@gmail.com
mailto:hello@diannabrinsden.co.nz
mailto:hepatia@proton.me
mailto:hello@diannabrinsden.co.nz

