
Tālofa, susū mai, afio mai, maliu mai!  

Welcome to the end of Vaiaso o le 

Gagana Sāmoa - Sāmoa Language 

Week. Gagana Samoa is the second 

most spoken language in Auckland and 

incorporating it into everyday language 

responds to the language, culture and identity of our Samoan 

children throughout the motu and in our school.  

Below are our COVID figures for May. The numbers are 

confirmed cases only.  

Last Friday’s first community event, our Royal Variety 

Performance evening, was a wonderful evening. It was a 

packed house where we enjoyed a wide range of acts 

including musical items, comedy skits and dance 

performances. A huge thank you to our staff and 

students from our charity team, who worked behind the 

scenes to make it happen and a massive thank you to all 

of our students (and dad) who performed. You were all 

amazing!!! It was such a pleasure to be part of the 

audience, watching your talented acts. 

COMING EVENTS 
Click here to view the full calendar online 

Monday 6 June  Queen’s Birthday 

Tuesday 7th June  
& Wednesday 8th June 

 Parent Mission, Vision & 
Values Workshops 

Thursday 9 June  Class & Team Photos 

Friday 10 June  Class 5 Lunch Bar 

Wednesday 15 June  Open Day, 9am & 3pm 

Friday 17 June  Matariki Breakfast 

 

 

Finally, it is with sadness that I need to inform our community 

that our Cathy is moving on to embark on a new career. Cathy 

is taking up a position at AUT, at the Refugee Resettlement 

Centre, where she will be bringing joy and care to our newest 

and most vulnerable New Zealanders - a role we all know she 

is perfect for. Cathy’s last day with us is Friday 17th June. 

Unfortunately, Cathy is one of the statistics above with COVID 

and is hoping to be back at school next Wednesday, so that we 

can say farewell to her personally. We are so happy for Cathy’s 

new appointment, yet also sad as she will be leaving such a big 

void in our aiga. 

Have a wonderful weekend. 

Manuia le afiafi, 

Desmond Pemerika Tamaseu 

Puleaoga | Principal 

 

SCHOOL PHOTOS 

Our school / teams and Group photos will be taken by 

PhotoLife on Thursday 9th June. 

Classes 1-6 and any new students who missed ID photos will 

also have individual photos taken. These are available for 

purchase but they are also used to update our Student 

Manager System. 

Sibling photos  

If you wish to have a sibling photo taken please complete the 

form attached (last page of this flyer). Kindergarten children 

are welcome for the sibling photos and these will be scheduled 
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Confirmed COVID cases for Michael Park School 

  Students Staff 

February 2 0 

March 69 2 

April 6 3 

May  43 12 

Total 120 17 

https://michaelpark.school.nz/calendar/


first on the day. Kindy children will require a parent/caregiver 

with them. (Parents - we will need you to wear a mask if you 

are coming in, thank you). Photos will be taken in the gym.   

After the photos are taken you will receive your unique 

keycode where photos can be viewed and purchased online.  

Please help us by making sure your child is in correct dress 

code. Any questions contact cathyd@michaelpark.school.nz 

Ngā mihi  

Cathy Downey Parish  

EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST 

We are currently accepting expressions of interest for students 

whose birth year is from 2007 - 2013 (Classes 3 - 9). 

If you know whānau who are interested in bringing their child 

to our school, please direct them to our school website. All of 

the information they need will be found there. 

We will have an Open Day on Wednesday 15th June. 

TAKURUA FESTIVAL 

We need empty, clean glass jars (label removed please) in 

preparation for the Takurua Festival. These can be delivered 

to the school office. Many thanks. 

Come join us at the Takurua Festival on the evening of 

Thursday, 23 June, 5.30pm, as we walk with our lanterns in 

search of deeper insights and an opportunity to rekindle our 

connections together.  

“We are star dust in the highest exalted way, called by the 

universe, reaching out to the universe.”  - Neil deGrasse Tyson 

Main lesson C12 students using science principles to create art 

while experiencing something quite extraordinary. Heat is 

controlled by a layer of water covering the arms.  

mailto:cathyd@michaelpark.school.nz


 

 

 

Topaz, Class 10, has achieved 

outstanding results at 

gymnastics in this year’s 

competition season. At various 

competitions she has placed 1st, 

3rd and 4th overall, winning her 

a spot to compete at Nationals 

in Invercargill during the July 

school holidays.  

She also placed second 

representing MPS at the NZ 

secondary schools competition.  

Well done Topaz! 

 

 

 
Amberley, Class 9 entered a 

photo for the Youth Law 

Photo Competition 

advertised in the Friday Flyer 

a few weeks ago. The topic 

was “what inspires awe”. 

She was awarded 4th place 

and a $50 prize. Here’s 

Amberley’s submission: 

“Every year in spring, cherry 

blossoms are in full bloom for less than a month. During this 

short period, they showcase their beauty to us, a reminder 

that we should give every opportunity big or small our 

absolute best. This is why cherry blossoms, and this photo 

brings me awe”.  

 

BY YI SHUN, CLASS 12 

My journey all started in 

lockdown when I was bored, and 

I decided to reach out to various 

organisations for fun - a test to 

determine what opportunities 

existed out there in the world. 

One of those emails I sent out was to the NZ Sailing Trust to 

see if I could come sail as crew on their amazing yachts, Lion 

NZ and Steinlager 2. To my surprise, not only did they reply but 

they  generously gave me a job on the spot. After some official 

documents to fill in, I was officially a crew volunteer to help 

sail the boat with other young people from schools for 

corporate charters as team building experiences.  

My latest trip was to the Bay of Islands to assist with the 

delivery of Lion NZ which is essentially a racing superyacht, 

80ft in length and sailed by Sir Peter Blake to come 2nd in the 

Whitbread Round the World Race. His last Whitbread boat, 

Steinlager 2 is 84ft and won all of the 6 legs in the Round the 

World Race. 

Lion NZ was brought up on the 26th April 2022 to give 

northern schools the opportunity to experience a fine piece of 

history, and I was invited to sail the boat back down to 

Auckland. I embarked on a two day voyage, sailing past the 

amazing Hole in the Rock with massive 2 metre swells against 

us. Unfortunately the wind was not in our favour and we had 

to sail upwind all through the night, and I got slightly seasick 

due to the awkward motion of the boat (this boat wasn’t 

designed to sail upwind for the most part, although they will 

do that quite happily in flatter water). We did this trip in two 

parts - Opua to Whangarei and then back down to Auckland.  

What I learnt the most from this profound experience is that if 

you have something that you would like to do in life, just go 

out there and do it. It does not matter if you have no 

experience in that field. In my experience, to score a great job 

you need to be motivated, turn up, be willing to learn, and 

have a good sense of humour. Fortune favours the brave and 

sometimes all you have to do is ask.  

Mathematically, this provides you with some chance of success 

compared to a 100% chance of failure if you have never asked. 

It’s a compounding effect and one opportunity will often open 

the doors to many unexpected great places.  

 



 

Thank you to our sponsors   



 
 

 

 
 

 

NZ Merino socks, tights and other apparel  

for babies, kids and grownups. 

Please order online at: 

www.cosytoes.co.nz 
within the month of June.  

 

 

Be sure to write 

‘Michael Park School’  

in the message box at 

checkout. 
 

20% of your purchase 
spend will be donated  

to Class Three. 

http://www.timbray.org.nz/
http://www.cosytoes.co.nz
http://www.cosytoes.co.nz
http://www.cosytoes.co.nz/


http://www.chesspower.co.nz/class-registration


http://www.taruna.ac.nz/



