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What is special about our place
and what we stand for

The Michael Park Kindergart&sionis to cherishchildhood, accompaning tamarikion the

journeytowardsY dewtelopng asfree human beings whaut of themselvesare able to impart

purpose ¥ R RANBOUGA2Yy (2 (RidISSkeiNgrfdng tffe Micha@l arkdision

https://michaelpark.school.nz/
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Michael Parkindergarten is inspired by the indicators for education from Rudolf Steiner, relevant
for Aotearoa. At its heart is a spiritual and hurmaentred world view based on an understanding
of the human individuality, as a beinglmdy, soul and spirit Michael Park recognises and values

the interconnectedness of:

Te Taha Tinanathe active physical and physiological aspects, which in Steiner educatich
recognises the involvement of life forces (etheric) in vitality and learning

Te Taha Whikamanawac heart and emotions, which in Steiner education is enriched through

the arts and creativity

Te Taha Hinengare the mind, which in Steiner education is stimulated by ojeeded

opportunitiesto bring ideas to life in play

Te Taha Wairuathe spiritualcore, which in Steiner education is at the centre of identity and

self-organisationand isinfluenced by human relationships

Thekindergarten whakatauki is

Akiaki te t Ao tangata

to nurture the indescribable light in a person
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Our priorities for learning are

Tamariki develop holistically, becoming active, healthy, physically capable and
increasingly able to selfnanage.

Tamariki grow into socially anémotionally securendividuals.

Tamariki have plenty of opportuniesto play with depth andpurpose, able to
pursue their own ideas.

Tamariki experience successful transitions and are ready to meet the challenges of
school.

Tamariki develop a robust sense &&lf, valuing their unique identities, languages
and cultures

Aroha:loving interestin and acceptancef tamarikiand their whnnau (family) is at the heart of our
philosophy.Michael Park is committed to an equitable learning environment that acknowledges th@
role of theTiriti O Waitangj is free of discrimination and aims to foster an environment that is
tolerant, understandingand respectful. Joy, humou and happinessn our everyday fe expresss

our love for tamarikand whanau.

The spontaneousself-directed playof tamarikiis valued asan essential activitgnd seen as a
childhood right. Play is an opportunity to meaningfully make sense of experience and integrate
cognitive and problensolving skills, creativity and imagination, setpression, concentration,
investigation, language, numeraand social sks. It is a priority that tamarikhave plenty of

opportunitiesto play with depth and purposand are able tgursue their owndeas




Kaiako(teacher3 create a learning environment where theremganingful adult activity for

children toimitate. Practical mahi (work) such as cooking, baking, gardening, craft and caring fol
the environment is woven into dailyeeklyand seasonal rhythms. Mokopuna contribute
accordingo their interests and strengthsSecure rhythmgprotect tamarikimauri (life energy),

provide securitycontinuityand a sense of the wellbeing, belonging and wholeness of life.

Sorytelling, waiata (singing, drawing and painting hiythmic gamesmodellingand craftfoster the

healthy development oimagination and creativitywhichare woven into the flovof the week.

Artistic activities andcreative experienceF dzNJi K SNJ OK A f &obkR, fis@@mndO | LI OA (i|&

communicatewell with others




We celebrate birthday<Christian andeasonafestivals It is important to us that children develop
a robust sense cgelf, and it is through festivals thaamarikiexperienceMana atuatanga
(uniquenessand spiritual connectednes<yratitude, reverence and wondeunderpin ourfestival

impulses.

Whnnau are encouragetb bringstories, cistoms,mealsand songsnto kindergartenand share

with othersto enable outamarikito value and embrace théiversity of our community We
endeavairr to be inclusive and equitable and strive to incorporét& w S 2 andTikéhd&la rori
waysof doing things, tikanga, customsp that children may be confident in their own culture and
interestedin other cultures. Manakitangayespect hospitality and care of others is woven through

our curriculum.

The surroundings offeiirhits, structureand protection as well as the possibility to take risks and
meet challenges.Tamariki are encouraged to be physically skilled, activehaadthy and there is
plenty of time for adventure and discovery in the garden, exploring life cycles, the elements and the
seasons.Most playthings and resources are from nature or are haratle from natural materials

providingnourishment for the senses



